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Introduction 

 

Vocabulary, much more than grammar, is the key to effective communication in 
Arabic. You need words to speak; you need words to listen and understand.  

Knowing grammar inside and out won’t save you if you don’t have the right word to 
plug into the structure. You can walk into a shop armed with grammatical structures 
such as “I would like some __.” or “Do you have any __?”, but if you don’t know the 
word for the thing you want, you may very well leave the shop empty handed. On 
the other hand, if you walk into that same shop and simply say “sugar”, you’re 
almost certain to get what went there for. 

And without an extensive repertoire of vocabulary, you will understand very little 
of what others are talking about. Spoken Arabic, to your foreign ears, will remain 
little more than gibberish. But once you can understand the majority of what you 
hear, something magical happens. The input becomes manageable--you will be able 
to use contextual clues from what you do understand to guess the meaning of new 
words and start to make rapid progress in Arabic. 

It is therefore very important to build up a large store of words as soon as possible. 
Tunisian Colloquial Arabic Vocabulary is an enormously effective means to this end. 
By presenting practical words and phrases categorized by topic and arranged with a 
logical flow, mental connections that assist in vocabulary retention are fostered. The 
page layout in parallel columns of English translation, phonetic transliteration, and 
Arabic script provides a variety of ways to study the vocabulary by allowing you to 
cover columns and test yourself.  

The accompanying MP3s, free to download from the Lingualism Audio Library at 
www.lingualism.com, make up an invaluable part of the learning process, allowing 

http://www.lingualism.com/
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you to hear and mimic native speakers’ pronunciation, pitch, intonation, and 
rhythm. 

Although extremely important, vocabulary still only makes up one aspect of learning 
a language. Tunisian Colloquial Arabic Vocabulary is the ideal supplementary tool to 
reinforce vocabulary acquisition. However, it is not meant to be a stand-alone 
course. It is expected that you have followed, are following, or plan to follow, a 
course in Tunisian Colloquial Arabic (TCA). Alternatively, you may have studied 
another dialect of Arabic, or Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), and are curious to 
learn more about TCA and tune your ears to the idiosyncrasies of this beautiful 
dialect. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to Lilia 
Khachroum for collaborating with me to make this book 
possible, providing authentic Tunisian Arabic 
translations of the items in this book, proof-reading the 
text, giving me valuable feedback and insights to ensure 
the accuracy of the information, and recording the 
MP3s.  

 

 

The MP3s can be downloaded for free  

by accessing the Lingualism Audio Library at:  

www.lingualism.com 
 

 

 

How to Use This Book 
 

Tunisian Colloquial Arabic Vocabulary is made up of 57 thematic sections, each 
dedicated to a different topic. Each section is numbered to facilitate references from 
the index and the MP3s. 

You may study the sections and individual vocabulary items in any order, or you may 
work through the book systematically. It is encouraged that you mark up and 
highlight the book as you use it. Make it your own. There is also a Notebook after 

http://www.lingualism.com/
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the last section where you can add in more words you have learned from other 
sources. 

Many words could logically belong to more than one topic. While some words do 
appear in more than one section, to avoid superfluous repetition of words, most 
appear only once. To your surprise, you might not be able to find common animals 
such as cow and horse in the section “Animals”, for instance. This is because farm 
animals appear in the section “Agriculture” instead. This might not be entirely 
intuitive, so to solve this, an index appears at the back of the book with English 
words arranged alphabetically alongside a reference to the number of the section 
or sections in which a word appears. 

x For nouns and adjectives having an irregular plural form, the plural appears 
in parentheses. 

x If a noun is listed in its plural ([pl.]) form, this is indicated.  
x A noun ending in ـة is feminine, and a noun not ending in ـة is masculine. The 

gender is marked [m.] and [f.] for nouns which do not follow this rule. 
x All countries and cities are feminine. Keep this in mind as these are not 

marked [f.]. 
x Only the masculine version of nouns denoting humans is listed when the 

feminine equivalent can be formed by adding ـة. For example, مُعلِّم mu3allim 
is a male teacher. A female teacher would be مُعل ّْمة mu3allma. 

x For the sake of consistency and simplicity, the masculine singular form is 
used in expressions. You can refer to the grammar section on the following 
pages for information on producing feminine and plural forms. 

x Each verb appears in its base form (its most basic form without any prefixes 
or suffixes), which is the masculine singular past tense, literally “he did”; 
however, the English translation appears in its standard citation form: “to 
do”. In order to use a verb in a sentence, it must be conjugated. Refer to the 
grammar section for the rules of verb conjugation. 

x A few words, which are vulgar or taboo, do not appear on the MP3s because 
of their sensitive nature. These are marked with an asterisk (*). 

x Consonants written without diacritics (tashkeel) are assumed to take the 
vowel fatha (  َ ), unless word final, in which case the consonants is assumed 
to take sukuun ( َّْ ). In other words, fatha is normally not written, and sukuun 
is not written at the end of a word. 
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Pronunciation 
 
Tunisian Colloquial Arabic is a spoken dialect with no official status or rules of 
orthography. Tunisians tend to borrow spelling conventions from Modern Standard 
Arabic with some accommodations to account for TCA pronunciation. Arabic script, 
however, is ill suited to show the actual pronunciation of TCA and the sound changes 
that occur when words are inflected. Even if you are comfortable with Arabic script, 
it is advised that you pay close attention to the phonetic transliteration to 
determine a more precise pronunciation of words and phrases. 
 
Consonants 

The following sounds are also found in English and should pose no difficulties for 
learners: 
   examples 
b ب [b] as in bed bint ِتن ْب  (daughter) 

d د [d̪] as in dog, but with the tongue 
touching the back of the upper teeth 

dem مد  (blood) 

đ ذ [ð] as in that đēb ذاب (melt) 

f ف [f] as in four femme مّْف  (there is) 

g ڤ [g] as in gas garn ڨر ن (horn) 

j ج [ʒ] as in pleasure and beige jē جا (come) 

h ه [h] as in house huwwe  ْوْ ه  (he) 

k ك [k] as in kid kul ْ لك  (all) 

l ل [l] a light l as in love lēhi لاهي (busy) 

m م [m] as in moon mēt  مات (die) 

n ن [n] as in nice nsē ن ْسى (forget) 

p پ [p] as in spoon pārk پار ك (park) 

s س [s] as in sun sinne ِْنةّس  (tooth) 

š ش [ʃ] as in show šurbeْبة  (soup) ْشُ  

t ت [t]̪ as in tie, but with the tongue 
touching the back of the upper teeth 

tēnīs ْتانيس (tennis) 

ŧ ث [θ] as in think ŧewra ثوَ رة (revolution) 

v ڥ [v] as in very vīzē ڥيزا (visa) 

w و [w] as in word wīn ْوين (where) 

y ي [j] as in yes yíktib ِْبتِْك ي  (he writes) 

z ز [z] as in zoo zūz ْوزز  (two) 
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Grammar 
 

This section provides a brief introduction to the grammar of Tunisian Colloquial 
Arabic. It covers the basics of noun and adjective inflections as well as verb 
conjugations―enough to allow you to plug in vocabulary from this book to form 
simple sentences. It also highlights some of the idiosyncrasies of TCA that 
distinguish it from other varieties of Arabic. 

Nouns 
Nouns in TCA are either masculine or feminine (in gender), and can be singular or 
plural (in number) . A noun’s gender and number are significant in that they 
determine the form that words (such as pronouns, adjectives, and verbs) relating to 
it will take. 

Many nouns have irregular plural forms. In this book, common irregular plurals are 
given in parentheses. The regular plural suffix is ـات -ēt/-āt for both masculine and 
feminine non-human nouns, and also for feminine human nouns. Masculine human 
nouns take the regular plural ـين -īn. 

ɧayewēn حَيوَان (animal) Æ ɧayewēnēt حَيوَانات (animals) 
marra ّمرة (time) Æ marrāt مراّت (times) 
mu3allim م علِّم (male teacher) Æ mu3allmīn ْ ّمينم عل  (teachers) 
mu3allme علّ ْمة علّ مت Æ mu3allmēt (female teacher) م   (female teachers) م 

 
Most feminine nouns end in ـة -e/-a. In this book, feminine nouns that do not have 
this ending are labeled ‘[f.]’. A masculine human noun can normally be made 
feminine by adding ـة -e/-a, as with the example ‘teacher’ above. 
 
The definite article الـ il- is prefixed to a noun (or adjective). 

ktēb ك تاب (a book) Æ ilktēb الك تاب (the book) 
 
As in other varieties of Arabic, the ل -l- sound is assimilated before certain 
consonants, known as sun letters, namely ت t, ث ŧ, د d, ذ đ, ر r, ز z, س s, ش š, ص ʂ, ض 
ʐ, ط ʈ, ظ ʐ, ل l, and ن n. For example, il + n- = inn-. In careful pronunciation, the definite 
article be not assimilate before ج j. 

šems شم س (a sun) Æ iššemsْ الشّم س (the sun) 
jim3a جِم عة (a week) Æ iljim3a الجِم عة (or ijjim3a الجِّم عة) (the week) 
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The continuous tense is formed with قاعِ د qā3id [m.], قاعِ دة qā3ide [f.], or قاعِ دين 
qā3idīn [pl.], which agrees with the subject in gender and number for all persons. 

qā3id nimši قاعِدْنِِ شي (I am going) [m.] 
qā3ide nimši قاعِدةْنِِ شي (I am going) [f.] 
qā3idīn yiktbu قاعِدينْْيكِ ت ْبو (they are writing) 
mēhumš qā3idīn yiktbu م ش قاعِدينْْيكِ تبِو  (they are not writing) ماه 

 
Interrogative sentences: 
 

ta3rif ismhe? ها؟ م   (?Do you know her name) تع رفْاسِ 
yēxi ta3rif ismhe? ها؟ م   (?Do you know her name) ياخيْتع رفْاسِ 
ta3rifši ismhe? ْ رف ها؟ْشيتع  م  اسِ   (Do you know her name?) 
ta3rifši š-ismhe? ْ رف ها؟شِْْشيتع  م  س   (Do you know what her name is?)  
 
mešīt l-ilmekteb ilbēraɧ? مْ شيتْلِْلمك ْتبْالبارح؟ (Did you go to school yesterday?) 
yēxi mešīt l-ilmekteb ilbēraɧ? ياخيْمْ شيتْلِْلمك تبْالبارح؟ (Did you go to school y.?) 
mešītši l-ilmekteb ilbēraɧ? مْ شيت ْشيْلِْلمك تبْالبارح؟ (Did you go to school yesterday?) 
 
wīn t3īš? ْ عيش؟وينْت  (Where do you live?)  
waqtēsh mšēu l-ilmekteb? وق ْتاشْمْ شاوْلِْلمك تب؟ (When did they go to school?) 
škūn šuft fī -ssehriyye?  ْف تْفيْالسّه رِيةّ؟ش كونْش   (Who did you see at the party?) 
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1 Life and Death 
 

life ɧayēt 
3īše 

 حياة
 عيشة

to live 3āš عاش 

I live in Tunisia. ēne n3īš fī tūnis. .ِآناْن عيشْفيْتونس 

alive 3āyiš ِعايش 

   
to give birth to wlid ِو لد 

to be born tūlid ِتولد 

birth wlēde و لادة 

child (0-17 years old) ʈful (wlēd) )ط ف لْ)و لاد 

baby, infant bebe (bibbiyēt) (fr: bébé) )بيبيْ)ببِيّات 

to be breastfed, suckle rʐe3 ر ضَع 

to breastfeed reʐʐe3 ع  رضَ 

toddler ʂɣīr (ʂɣār) )غار غيرْ)ص   ص 

diaper kūš (fr: couche) كوش 
   

well-behaved mutrubbi 
3āqil 

تْ  بّيْ ْم 

 عاقِل

naughty, mischievous mūš 3āqil 
mūš mutrubbi 

ْموشْعاقلِ

 موشْم تْ  بّيْ

childish, immature farx فر خ 

mature(-acting) kbīr (fī muxxu) 
rzīn 

ْك بيرْ)فيْم خُّه(

 ر زين

http://www.lingualism.com/
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boy ʈful, wled (wlēd) )ط ف ل،ْو لدْ)و لاد 

girl ʈufle, bneyye (bnēt) )لة،ْب نيةّْ)ب نات  ط ف 

adolescent, teenager murāhiq 
edulessã (fr: adolescent) 

ْمراهِق

ون  أد لسُّ

to grow up kbir ِْك ب 

   
person 3abd (3bēd, nēs) )عَب دْ)ع باد،ْناس 

man rājil (rjēl) )راجِلْ)ر جال 

woman mrā (nsē) )راْ)ن سا  م 

adults, grown-ups nēs kbār [pl.] ناسْك بار 

young people, youth šebēb [pl.] شباب 

young ʂɣīr (ʂɣār) )غار غيرْ)ص   ص 

young man 
šēbb (šebēb) 
rājil jøn (fr. jeune) 
rājil ʂɣīr fī -l3mur 

ْشابّْ)شباب(

ْراجِلْجون

ر م  غيرْفيْالع   راجِلْص 

young woman mrā ʂɣīra fī -l3mur 
mrā jøn (fr. jeune) 

ر م  غيرةْفيْالع  راْص  ْم 

راْجون  م 
There is no common equivalent in Arabic for ‘middle-aged’. Instead, a more 

precise description, such as ‘in one’s forties/fifties/sixties’ can be used. 

in one’s fifties, middle-
aged 

fī -lxamsīnēt (min 3umru) 
fi -lxamsīn (min 3umru) 

ر ه( سيناتْ)مِنْع م  ْفيْالخم 

ر ه(  فيْالخم سينْ)مِنْع م 

old kbīr (kbār) fī -l3mur 
3zūz (3zēyiz) 

ر م  ْك بيرْ)ك بار(ْفيْالع 

 ع زوزْ)ع زايزِ(

old man rājil 3zūz 
rājil kbīr 

ْراجِلْع زوز

 راجِلْك بير
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old woman mrā 3zūze 
mrā kbīra 

راْع زوزة ْم 

راْك بيرة  م 

to age, grow old kbir (fi -l3mur)  
3azwiz 

ر(ْ م  ْك بِْ)فيْالع 

 عز وِز

Everyone gets old. l3bēd ilkull tikbir.  
innēs ilkull yikibru. 

بادْالك لّْتِك بِ. ْلع 

و.  النّاسْالك لّْيِكِب 

   
childhood iʂʂuɣr غ ر  الصُّ

in one’s childhood fī ʂuɣru ره غ   فيْص 

adolescence murāhqa مراهقة 

youth šebēb شباب 

in one’s youth fī šbēbu بابه  فيْش 

old age ilkubr ْ الك ب 
   
birthday 3īd mīlēd عيدْميلاد 

Happy Birthday! 3īd mīlēd s3īd! !  عيدْميلادْسعيد 
Happy birthday and may 

you have many more!, … 
and many happy 
returns! 

3īd mīlēd s3īd w kull 3ām 
w inti bxīr, nšē allah! 

سعيدْوْك لّْعامْعيدْميلادْ

 وْانتِْب خير،ْن شاْالله!

When is your birthday? waqtēš 3īd mīlēdik? وق تاشْعيدْميلادِك؟ 

My birthday is in May. 3īd mīlēdi fī mēy. .عيدْميلاديْفيْماي 

   
age, life span 3mur ر  ع م 

all one’s life ʈūl 3umru ره  طولْعم 

year 3ām (3wēm, snīn) )نين  عامْ)ع وام،ْس 

How old are you? qeddēš 3umrik? ركِ؟  قدّاشْع م 
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I’m 20 years old. 3umri 3išrīn snē. ْ ينْسن ريْعِشْ   .اع م 

to turn __ years old 3mel __ 3ām (snē) )نا  ع ملْ__ْعامْ)س 

He’s turning ten years old 
next week. 

ijjim3a -jjēye bēš yi3mil 
3ašra snīn. 

مِلْ عةْالجّايةْباشْيعِ  م  الجِّ

نين. ةْس   عشْ 

I turned thirty last month. 3melt tlēŧīn snē iššher illi 
fēt. 

هَرْالِّّْ ناْالشّ  ثينْس  ع مل تْتلا 

 فات.

a ten-year-old boy/child wled 3umru 3ašra snīn نين ةْس  ر هْعشْ   و لدْع م 

a fifty-year-old woman mrā 3murhe xamsīn sne نا ر هاْخم سينْس  راْع م   م 

When were you born? waqtēš tūlidt? وَق تاشْتولدِت؟ 

What year were you born? fēnu 3ām tūlidt? فانوْعامْتولدِت؟ 

I was born in 1980. tūlidt 3ām elf w tis3a mye 
w ŧmēnīn.  

يةْ عم  تولدِتْعامْأل فْو تِس 

انين.  و ثْ 

   
death, passing mūt موت 

to die mēt مات 

dead meyyit (mūte) )ميِّتْ)موتى 

to pass away itweffe ّْات وَف 

deceased mitwiffi ْمِت وِفّي 

corpse, body juŧŧe (juŧeŧ) )ثةّْ)ج ثث  ج 

funeral jnēze, znēze نازة،ْز نازة  ج 

to bury dfin د فِن 

to be buried tidfin فِن  تدِ 

burial dfīne د فينة 

coffin tēbūt تابوت 

cemetary jebbēne جباّنة 
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grave qbar (qbūrāt) )ق بْ)ق بورات 

gravestone, headstone pyēɣ tombāl (fr: pierre 
tombale) بال  پ ياغْتوم 

to mourn ɧzin ِزن  ح 

mourning ɧuzn ز ن  ح 

period of mourning ɧidēd حِداد 

to cremate ɧraq iljuŧŧe َثة رقَْالج   ح 

cremation ɧarq iljuŧŧe َثة  حَر قْالج 
 
 

2 Family 
 

family 3āyle (3āylēt) )عاي لةْ)عاي لات 

immediate family il3āyle -ʂʂɣīra غيرة  العاي لةْالصّ 

(extended) family il3āyle -lkbīra العاي لةْالك بيرة 

relative qrīb (qrāyib) )ِق ريبْ)ق رايب 

I have some relatives that 
live in New York. 

ēne 3andi qrāybi 3āyšīn fī 
nyūyork.  

آناْعن ديْق راي بيْعاي شينْفيْ

 نيويورك.ْ

to be related to yuqrub l- ر بْلـ  ي ق 

Are you two related? 

(yēxi) tuqrbu li-b3aʐkum 
intume li-ŧnīn? 

(yēxi) tkūnu li-b3aʐkum 
intume li-ŧnīn? 

ك مْ ر بوْلبِ عض  )ياخي(ْت ق 

ْان توماْلثِ نين؟

ك مْ )ياخي(ْت كونوْلبِ عض 

 ان توماْلثِ نين؟

I’m not related to him. (lē,) mē-nuqrublūš. 
(lē,) mē-nkūnlūš. 

ب لوش. ر  ْ)لا،(ْماْن ق 

 ن كون لوش.)لا،(ْماْ
   
father bu (ēbēʔ) )ب وْ)آباء 
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real estate agent samsār (samsāra) )سارْ)سم سارة  سم 

repairman ʂallēɧ صلّاح 

sailor baɧɧār (baɧɧāra) )بحّارْ)بحّارة 

salesperson beyyē3 (beyyē3e) )بياّعْ)بياّعة 

secretary sukrētēr (fr: secrétaire) ك راتار  س 

shop assistant vãdør (fr: vendeur) ڥون دور 

shopkeeper mūle ɧānūt مولاْحانوت 

soldier jēyš 
3askri 

ْجَي ش

ك ري  عس 

taxi driver tēksīst (tēksīstiyye) )ّتيِة تْ)تاك سيس   تاك سيس 

teacher mu3allim م علِّم 

technician tēknīsyã (fr: technicien) يان  تاك نيس 

travel agent ejã dø vwāyāj (fr: agent de 
voyage) أجونْد ْڥ واياج 

veterinarian vētērīnēr (fr: vétérinaire) ڥاتارينار 

waiter servør (fr: serveur) سِ فور 

waitress servøz (fr: serveuse) سِ فوز 

writer kētib (kuttēb) )كاتبِْ)ك تاّب 
 
 

10 School and Education 
 

education ta3līm ليم  تع 

educated, literate qāri قاري 

to learn -t3allem 
qrā 

ْات علمّ

 ق را
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illiterate ummi 
mūš qāri 

ْأ مّي

 موشْقاري

illiteracy ummiyye ّية  أ مِّ

What is the illiteracy rate 
in Tunisia? 

qaddēš mu3addil 
ilummyiye fī tūnis? 

يةّْفيْ لْالأ مِّ قدّاشْم عدِّ

 تونسِ؟

   
school mektib (mkētib) )ِكاتب  مك تِبْ)م 

student ʈālib (ʈalebe) 
etüdyã (fr: étudiant) 

ْطالبِْ)طلبة(

يون  أتيد 

preschool taɧʐīri تح ضيري 

kindergarten rawʐa رَو ضة 

elementary school, 
primary school 

medrse -btidēʔiyye 
ibtidēʔi 
mektib 
mektib ibtidēʔi 

ر سةْابِ تِدائيِةّ ْمد 

ْابِ تدِائي

ْمك تِب

 مك تِبْابِ تِدائي
when I was in elementary 

school,... waqtli kunt fī -libtidēʔi... ...وق ت ليْك ن تْفيْالابِ تِدائي 

first grade (year) sene ūle ibtidēʔi سنةْأولىْابِ تِدائي 

Her son is in first grade. wildhe yaqra sene ūle 
ibtidēʔi راْسنةْأولىْإب تِدائي هاْيق   وِل د 

middle school medrse i3dēdiyye 
kūlēj (fr: collège) 

ر سةْاعِ دادِيةّ ْمد 

 كولاج
high school, secondary 

school līsē (fr: lycée) ليسا 

academy ekēdīmi (fr: académie) أكاديمي 

language academy ekēdīmiyyit luɣāt أكاديميِِّةْل غات 
I’m studying Arabic at a 

language academy in 
Tunis. 

ēne naqra 3arabiyye fī 
ekēdīmiyyit illuɣāt fī 
tūnis. 

راْعربِيةّْفيْأكاديميِِّةْ آناْنق 

 اللُّغاتْفيْتونسِ.
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14 Around Town 
 

city mdīne (mudun) )ن دينةْ)م د   م 

town; city blēd (buldēn) )ب لادْ)ب ل دان 

village qarye (qaryēt) )يةْ)قر يات  قر 

downtown wisʈ -lblēd طْالب لاد  وِس 

square sēɧa ساحة 

park pārk پار ك 

fountain nēfūra نافورة 
   
street šēra3 (šwēra3) )وارع  شارعْ)ش 

alley, narrow street zānqa (znēqi) 
ɧūme (ɧwim) 

ْزان قةْ)ز ناقي(

وِم(  حومةْ)ح 

corner kwã (fr: coin) 
tarkīne 

ْك وان

 تر كينة

   
bakery kūše كوشة 

bank bānka (bunūk) )بان كاْ)ب نوك 

butcher shop jezzār (jezzāra) 
zezzār (zezzāra) 

ْجزاّرْ)جزاّرة(

 ززاّرْ)ززاّرة(

city hall belediyye ّبلدية 

fire station ilɧimēye -lmedeniyye ّالحِميةْالمدنية 

grocery store 3aʈʈār (3aʈʈāra) 
ɧānūt (ɧwēnit) 

ْعطاّرْ)عطاّرة(

 حانوتْ)ح وانتِ(

museum matɧaf (metēɧif) )مت حفْ)متاحِف 

http://www.lingualism.com/
14%20Around%20Town.mp3


169 | Tunisian Colloquial Arabic Vocabulary © Lingualism.com 

consonant ɧarf sēkin ِحرفْساكن 

syllable maqʈa3 (mqāʈi3) )قاطِع  مق طعْ)م 
   
punctuation tanqīʈ تن قيط 

punctuation mark 3lēmit tanqīʈ ع لامِةْتن قيط 

period nuqʈa (nuqaʈ) )ن ق طةْ)ن قط 

comma fāʂil فاصِل 

exclamation mark nuqʈit ta3ajjub ن ق طِةْتعجُّب 

question mark nuqʈit istifhēm تِف هام  ن ق طِةْاسِ 
Quotation marks are not consistently used in Arabic. Quotes are often introduced 

with a colon instead. 

colon nuqaʈtīn ن قط تين 

parenthesis, bracket qūs (aqwēs) )قوسْ)أق واس 

(a pair of) parentheses qūsīn 
zūz aqwēs 

ْقوسين

 زوزْأق واس
 
 

39 Countries and Nationalities 
 

country, nation blēd [f.] (buldēn) )ب لادْ)ب ل دان 

What countries have you 
been to? 

šnūme -lbuldēn illi 
mšītilhum? 

نوماْالب ل دانْالِّّْ ش 

شيتِل ه م؟  م 

international duweli ّد وَل 

worldwide 3ālemi عالمي 

culture ŧqāfe ث قافة 

foreign; foreigner ejnebi (ejēnib) )ِنبيْ)أجانب  أج 
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He lives abroad. huwwe y3īš ilbarra (mi-
lblēd). .)ْي عيشْالباّْ)مِالب لاد و   ه 

I’m going abroad next 
week. 

ēne msēfir ilbarra -jjim3a -
jjēyye. 

ēne bēš nsēfir ilbarra -
jjim3a -jjēyye. 

عةْآناْم س م  افِرْالباّْالجِّ

ْالجّايةّ.

عةْ م  آناْباشْن سافِرْالباّْالجِّ

 الجّايةّ.
   
upstairs ilfūq الفوق 

Come upstairs! aʈla3 ilfūq. .أط لعْالفوق 

downstairs illūʈa اللوّطة 
 
 

53 Conjunctions 
 

and w, u و 

or welle ّْولا 

but emme أمّا 

whether, if kēn كان 

that illi ِّّْال 

because 3lē xāʈir ع لىْخاطِر 

I’m tired today because I 
went to bed late last 
night. 

ēne tē3ib ilyūm 3lē xāʈirni 
rqadt -mmaxxar ilbēraɧ 
fī -llīl. 

آناْتاعِبْاليومْع لىْخاطِرنِْ

تْامّخّرْالبارحْفيْ ر قد 

 الليّل.

I feel good because I 
exercise every day. 

ēne nɧiss fī rūɧi mirtēɧ 3lē 
xāʈirni nitrēne kull yūm. 

آناْن حِسّْفيْروحيْمِر تاحْ

اناْك لّْ ع لىْخاطِرنِْنتِْ 

 يوم.
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to sink ɣruq غ ر ق 

The Titanic sank over a 
hundred years ago. 

ittītēnīk ɣruq (tewwe) 
3andu ekŧir min myētin 
snē. 

هْ التيّتانيكْغ ر قْ)توّا(ْعن د 

نا. ياتنِْس   أكثِرْمِنْم 

to stay q3ad ق عد 

to succeed njaɧ ن جح 

to suggest, propose qtaraɧ 
propoze 

ْاق تْح

 پ روپوزا

to take xđē خ ذا 

to tear qaʈʈa3 ّقطع 

to thank škar كر  ش 

to tie rbaʈ ر بط 

to touch mess ّْمس 

to try, attempt jarrab 
ɧāwil 

 جربّ
 حاولِ

to use -sta3mil مِل تع   اس 

to wait -stenne ّتنى  اس 

to welcome, greet fraɧ b- ف رحْبـ 
 
 

56 Adjectives 
 

good bēhi باهي 

bad xāyib ِخايب 

hard yēbis يابِس 

soft ʈrī ط ري 
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probable, likely mumkun yēsir ِِْك نْياس م   م 
 
 

57 Common Expressions 
 
 

yes eyh 
ey 

 أي ه
 أيْ 

no leʔ لا 
   
Excuse me, ... saamaɧni (b-rabbi). .نيْب ربّي  سامح 

Please. 
amān. 
y3ayyšik. 
b-rabbi. 

 أمان.
 عيّ شِك.ي ْ

 ب ربّي.
Here you are! 
Go ahead! 
You first! 

-tfaʐʐal. .ل  ات فَض 

Thank you. 
y3ayyšik. 
meɣsī. 
bērk allāh fīk. 

 ي عَيّ شِك.
 مغ سي

 بار كَْاللهْفيك.
   
I'm sorry. dēzolē. .دازولا 

I apologize. sāmaɧni. .ني  سامح 
   

Hi! 
Hello! 

ahle. 
salü. (fr: salut) 
3asslēme. 

لا.  أه 
 سالو.

لامة.  عالسّ 

http://www.lingualism.com/
57%20Common%20Expressions.mp3


245 | Tunisian Colloquial Arabic Vocabulary © Lingualism.com 

Notebook 
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Index 
 

Numbers reference the section(s) in which a word or phrase appears. 

a few 47  
a lot of 47  
abandon 55  
abdomen 5  
able to 55  
ablution 37  
abortion 11  
about 52  
above 54  
abroad 24, 52 
absent-minded 56  
academy 10  
accelerate 13  
accelerator (UK) 13  
accent 38  
accept 55  
accompany 55  
accomplish 55  
account 16  
accountant 9  
accusation 26  
accuse, accused of 

26  
acne 5  
acrobat 21  
across from 54  
act 21  
action movie 21  
actor 9, 21 
adapter 7  
add (up) 48  
additional 56  
address 17  
adhesive tape 18  
adjective 38  
adjust 23, 55 
administration 28  
admire 34  
admit 55  
adolescence 1  
adolescent 1  
adopt(ed) 2  

adoption 2 
adoptive 2  
adult 1  
advanced 38  
adverb 38  
advertisement 19  
advise 55  
aerobics 23  
affect 55  
affix 17  
Afghanistan 39  
afraid 32  
Africa 41  
after 53  
afternoon prayer 37  
again 52  
age (era) 49  
age 1  
Aghlabid Basins 40 
agree with 35  
agreement 35  
agriculture 29  
AIDS 11  
air 41  
air force 30  
air-conditioned 24  
air-conditioner 7  
airfare 24  
airmail 17  
airplane 24  
airport 24  
aisle 21  
aisle seat 24  
alarm clock 7  
alcohol 8  
Algeria 39  
alias 4  
alive 1  
all 47  
all day 49  
Allah 37  
alley 14  

allow 55  
almond 8  
almost 52  
alone 52  
along 54  
alphabet 38  
already 52  
also 52  
altar 37  
always 52  
American 39  
ancestors 2  
ancient 56  
and 53  
angel 37  
angry 32  
animal 43  
aniseed 8  
ankle 5  
anniversary 3  
annoy(ed/ing) 32  
answer 10, 55 
answer the phone 

12  
ant 43  
antenna (insect) 43  
antenna (TV) 21  
antibiotics 11  
antler 43  
anus 5  
anyone 50  
anything 50  
anytime 52  
anywhere 52  
apartment 7  
apartment building 

15  
apologize 55  
app 12  
appear 55  
applaud, applause 

21  

apple 8  
applicant 9  
apply for 9  
appointment 11, 28 
appreciate 55  
approve 55  
apricot 8  
April 49  
Arab 39  
Arab World 39  
Arabic 38  
Arabic classical 

music 22  
architect 4, 9 
arctic 41  
Argentina 39  
argue 35  
arid 42  
arithmetic 48  
arm 5  
armchair 7  
armpit 5  
army 30  
around 49, 52, 54 
arrange 55  
arranged marriage 

3  
arrest 26  
arrival 24  
arrive 24  
art 21  
artery 5  
article 18, 38 
artist 9, 21 
ascend 55  
ashtray 21  
Asia 41  
ask 10, 55 
asleep 7  
asparagus 8  
aspirin 11  
ass 5  
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