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Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is first and foremost a written
language with one of its primary uses involving mass media—
the news. Being able to read the news in Arabic is a goal for
most learners of MSA, but you need to be at a rather advanced
level in order to comfortably read and understand news
articles (or follow news broadcasts on TV or radio).

Unfortunately, nearly all course books for media Arabic use
actual articles from published media sources (newspapers),
which are, of course, appropriate only for higher-level learners.
This puts media Arabic out of reach for learners at lower levels
and makes it difficult for them to practice needed skills to
advance.

We hope that this book—with its short, simplified news articles,
translations, glossaries, and exercises—will help bridge the gap
for learners and allow them to enjoy reading and discussing
topics in the news and gain confidence and skills to tackle
real-world news articles in the near future.

The articles in this book were taken from real news stories in
2020 but were carefully chosen so that the topics would not
quickly become dated and would be interesting and relevant
for years to come. The units are organized to make them ideal
study materials both for independent learners and those
studying with a teacher, whether as online private lessons or
in a classroom setting.

The materials in this book were originally written in Egyptian
Arabic and published as The News in Egyptian Arabic, the goal
being to provide practice discussing news topics in the spoken
language. We've since received many requests to make an MSA
version, as well. For the reasons given above, we agreed that
this would be a useful endeavor and set about adapting the
materials for MSA. We'd like to thank Lilia Khachroum for
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translating the mateirals from Egyptian Arabic to MSA and
adding diacritics (tashkeel).

We hope you enjoy studying from this book as much as we
enjoyed creating it, and we will be waiting for your valuable
and constructive feedback.

Happy learning!

Matthew Aldrich and Ahmad ElKhodary
August 13, 2021

The book is made up of twenty-five units: a front-page article
followed by twenty-four more articles grouped into six categories, as
can be seen in the Table of Contents.

Each unit begins with its article laid out in a format mimicking a
newspaper. As this version of the text does not contain diacritics
(tashkeel), it presents a challenge and is the best place to start and
end your study of a unit. Before you move on to the other sections of
the unit, try reading the main text to see how much you understand
and how well you can read the text aloud without the help of
diacritics. Then read along while listening to the audio (see page vi
for the link to the free audio files). After you have studied the article
in more depth by completing the other sections of the unit, return to
the main text and read it again. From time to time, as a review, you
should return to previously studied units and read the main texts
again.

Several important words from the article are listed in the right-hand
column. Irregular plurals of nouns and adjectives, as well as the
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imperfect form of verbs, are shown in parentheses. Each key word is
followed by its definition in Arabic to help you work out the meaning
of words that are new to you. Listen to the audio track for key words.
If you feel the definitions are too challenging for your level, you can
ignore them. After you have studied the key words, match them to
their English translations that follow. You can easily match
definitions for words you already know and then try to deduce the
meaning of other key words through a process of elimination and
other clues. You can find the answers in the Answer Key at the end
of the unit. In the definitions, you may see the following terms:

e J g5 @ (passive participle)
o Jse=all (538l (passive form [of a verbl])
. L’,S.i‘- (the opposite [of])

This section presents a version of the article augmented with tools
to help you read and understand it better. The article is divided into
numbered lines so you can match lines to their translations in the
Answer Key. The text contains diacritics. Foreign names (of people,
companies, cities, and regions—but not countries) appear bold to help
you avoid confusion thinking they are Arabic words.

Following the article are three comprehension questions. You can
find the answers by referring back to the article if needed. Five
discussion questions provide ideas for discussion about the topic. If
you are studying on your own, you are encouraged to answer them
aloud or write your answers. English translations of the questions
can be found in the Answer Key.

This multiple-choice exercise helps you notice (and develop skills
for noticing) how words work together in context and chunks of
useful language. The English translations of four expressions or
structures from the article are each followed by four choices in
Arabic. One is correct, and three are either grammatically incorrect
or do not match the translation. Take your time analyzing and
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comparing the choices before checking your answers in the Answer
Key or searching for the answer in the article.

The Answer Key provides the answers to the Key Word matching
exercise and the Expressions and Structures multiple-choice
exercise. You can also find English translations of the article and the
comprehension and discussion questions. {Curly brackets} show
literal translations, while [square brackets] are necessary in English
but are not present in the Arabic.

At the end of each unit is a lined section for taking notes, recording
vocabulary, and/or writing out answers.

Visit the News in Modern Standard Arabic hub @ b 50 @

at www.lingualism.com/nmsa, where you can 3k ey
find the free accompanying audio to download ..E F L
or stream (at variable playback rates). E-' . LH

@ Iﬁrr;--
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Egypt Is the Number One
Country to Visit for 2020

Study the key words and their definitions.

B g I eLdYI o 42 gaza
ol g

E)

4l s

—e

Lyua) 3 A 31 Hased

N e 5535 Db 42 gatea
Loolol

o sish Jymd G| § oa3
’]:3; o 9 H

Lyaa 31 A5 8515

~ Eila3le) a3l

(#3158
(%) o
55l / L

(Zbs)

£l

.3 ~

Ao
(J.J 9)

(235%) B35

A>bew

Now match these translations to the key words above. Check your

answers in the answer key at the end of the unit.

list » newspaper * to expect

to suggest * tourism * tourist
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Try to remember the Arabic expressions and structures from the
article. Each English translation is followed by four choices, only one
of which is correct. Refer back to the article to check your answers.

1. thelargest museum

2. eleven million tourists

Tl s Fae sa>] @l e Osele ik a3

T Ogale 7ok S5 s Osele e 35
3. especially
4ol dols
310U SN[

.

4. because of

aid obidb
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list 48318 « to suggest ZA8! - tourist 78 + newspaper dauo -
to expect 2335 « tourism 4w

1. EgyptIs the Number One Country to Visit for 2020

2. Egypt was the first country on the list of countries that {the
newspaper} The Independent suggested people visit in 2020.

3. The Grand Egyptian Museum will be the largest archaeology
museum in the world.

4. The museum will include 30,000 new artifacts
{archaeological pieces}.

5. The Independent said that there were about eleven million
tourists in Egypt in 2018.

6. The English newspaper also expects that tourism in Egypt
will return strong again, especially after flights to Sharm EIl-
Sheikh have been resumed after they were suspended.

7. National Geographic also chose the city of Aswan in Egypt as
one of the suggested cities in 2020.

8. Because of coronavirus, the Grand Egyptian Museum will
open in 2021.

9. Butflying hasbeenresumed in Egypt, and many tourists have
started coming to Egypt, especially to Sharm El-Sheikh and
Hurghada.

1. Did the Independent recommend Aswan among its
recommended cities in 2020? 2. When will the Grand Egyptian
Museum (GEM) open? 3. Have flights resumed yet? 4. What is your
opinion of this news? 5. Have you visited Egypt before? If so,
share your experience. If not, would you like to visit it? 6. How
many countries have you visited in your life? 7. What changes
has/did coronavirus make in your life? 8. What do you like most
about traveling by plane?
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Arctic Records Its
Highest Temperature

Key Words A PN |

Study the key words and their definitions.

Translations Definitions Key Words
0o Jlad 080 3 Hladdl LLadll
s (URed) Uan
YR e Jpenall sial i (i) Sl

53
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15 gh g B3y (SByy9) B3
oble G,
Q 4o Al ”“’cj.wo.w.,.wb d’,‘,)
<L
=Y (9[9[9

Now match these translations to the key words above. Check your
answers in the answer key.

difference * encyclopedia * record * temperature * the Arctic * to
be recorded * to increase  to record * wildfire
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