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Introduction

In Egypt, as in other Arab countries, the news is published in Modern
Standard Arabic (MSA). Of course, people don't discuss the news in
MSA; we use Egyptian Arabic (Masri). And this is the guiding idea
behind The News in Egyptian Arabic.

Matthew and I have created this book to help bridge the gap. for
intermediate and advanced learners who would like to understand
and discuss a variety of more advanced topics that take,you beyond
everyday vocabulary in Egyptian Arabic.

This is also an attempt to demonstrate that Egyptian Arabicis more
than just a "colloquial dialect" and that it is actually very practical for
students of Arabic to learn even if their learning ‘goals are more
academic or formal.

The articles in this book were taken from real news'stories in 2020
but were carefully chosen so that the topics would not quickly
become dated and would be interesting and relevant for years to
come. The units are organized to make them ideal study materials
both for independent learners and those studying with a teacher,
whether as online privatellessons or in a classroom setting.

We hope you enjoy studying fromythis book as much as we enjoyed
creating it, and we will be waiting for your valuable and constructive
feedback.

Happy learning!

Ahmad ElKhodary
December 7, 2020
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How to Use This Book

The book is made up of twenty-five units: a front-page article
followed by twenty-four more articles grouped into six categories, as
can be seen in the Table of Contents.

The Main Text

Each unit begins with its article laid out in‘a format mimicking a
newspaper. As this version of the text does not contain diacritics
(tashkeel), it presents a challenge and is the best place to,start and
end your study of a unit. Before you move on-to.the other sections of
the unit, try reading the main text to se¢ how much you understand
and how well you can read the text aloud without, the help of
diacritics. Then read along while listening to the audio (see page v
for the link to the free audio files). After you have studied the article
in more depth by completing the other sections of theé unit, return to
the main text and read it again. From time to time, as a review, you
should return to previously studied, units and readythe main texts
again.

Key Words

Several important wotds from the article are listed in the right-hand
column. Irregular plurals of nouns,and adjectives, as well as the
imperfect form ofwerbs, are shownin parentheses. Each key word is
followed by its definition in Arabic to help you work out the meaning
of words that are new to you. Listen to the audio track for key words.
If you feel the definitions are too challenging for your level, you can
ignore them. After.you have studied the key words, match them to
their English translations that follow. You can easily match
definitions for words you already know and then try to deduce the
meaning of other key words by process of elimination and other
clues. You can find the/answers in the Answer Key at the end of the
unityIn the definitions, you may see the following terms:

e Jgmin ow| (passive participle)
o J %:;AU o)l (passive form [of a verb])
e &< (the opposite [of])
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The Article

This section presents a version of the article augmented with tools
to help you read and understand it better. The article is divided into
numbered lines so you can match lines to their phonemic
transcriptions and translations in the Answer Key. The text contains
diacritics using the Lingualism system of orthography, which you
can read more about on our website/(Navigate to The News in

Egyptian Arabic - Resources Tab.) In Egyptian Arabic, § is normally

pronounced as a glottal stop (hamza). In some words, especially more
academic (or formal) vocabulary, it is pronounced g To helpyou with
accurate pronunciation, in this book, we place a subtle wavy,line

under (§ when it is pronounced g. Additionally, foreign names (of

people, companies, cities, and regions—but not countries) appear bold
to help you avoid confusion thinking they are Arabic words.

Comprehension and Discussion Questions

Following the article are threercomprehension questions. You can
find the answers by referfing back to, the article if needed. Five
discussion questions provide ideas for discussion about the topic. If
you are studying on your own, you are encouraged to answer them
aloud or write your anSwers. You can even post your answers in the
forum for this book on our website(Navigate to The News in Egyptian
Arabic > Forum Tab.) English translations of the questions can be
found in the Answer Key.

Expressions and Structures

This multiple-choice exercise helps you notice (and develop skills
for noticing) how words work together in context and chunks of
useful languages The English translations of four expressions or
structures from the article are each followed by four choices in
Arabic. One is/correct, and three are either grammatically incorrect
orsdo not match, the' translation. Take your time analyzing and
comparing the choices before checking your answers in the Answer
Key or searching for the answer in the article.

Answer Key and Translations

The Answer/Key provides the answers to the Key Word matching
exerciseCand the Expressions and Structures multiple-choice
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exercise. You can also find English translations of the article and the
comprehension and discussion questions. {Curly brackets} show
literal translations, while [square brackets] are necessary in.English
but are not present in the Arabic. There is also a version of the article
in phonemic transcription to assist those who are mot yet fully
proficient in reading Arabic script for Egyptian Arabic and for those
who want to analyze the pronunciation more closely. You can learn
more about our phonemic transcription system on our website.
(Navigate to The News in Egyptian Arabic < Resources Tab.) Note
that, in this book, you will see some vowels in parentheses in the
phonemic transcription. These vowels would normally elide
(disappear) in fast, relaxed speech; however, because Ahmad is
speaking in the audio at a very careful and slow pace, he pronounces
these vowels. A schwa () in parentheses, on the other hand, would
be heard in relaxed speech, inserted to avoid three consonant sounds
being pronounced in succession (a rule of Egyptian Arabic
phonology); however, there is no schwa sound when a speaker
pauses between words.

Notes

At the end of each unit is a lined section fortaking notes, recording
vocabulary, and/or writing,out answers.

Visit the News_in Egyptian Arabic, hub at E ':HE
www.lingualism.com/nea, where you'can find: a2 '--

Py
e free accompanying audio to download Jﬁ
or stream (at variable playback rates) iﬁl

e gduides to theLingualism orthographic
(spelling and tashkeel) and phonemic transcription
systems

o aforum where'you can ask questions about the vocabulary,
grammatr, etc. used in the articles and help other learners

e _inks to our Egyptian Arabic Facebook group and Ahmad’s
social media channels
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Egypt Is the Number One
Country to Visit for 2

Key Words

Study the key words and their definitions.

Translations Definitions

ey at the end of the unit.

* newspaper ° to expect

jgest * tourism * tourist
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The Article af st
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Comprehension Questions
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Expressions and Structures aiwsfyd § ul,-.u

Try to remember the Arabic expressions and structures
article. Each English translation is followed by four choi
of which is correct. Refer back to the article to check y

1. thelargest museum
o 58SV
o S|
2. eleven million tourists
ol 0o yla
gl Oelo la>

3. especially

4. because
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list doald - to suggest 3l * tourist ukw * newspaper Jb,> to
expect g8gil * tourism d>lu. * banned ggias

1. EgyptIs the Number One Country to Visit for 2020

2. Egypt was the first country on the list of countries that {the
newspaper of} The Independent suggested people visit in

2020.

3. The Grand Egyptian Museum will be the largest archaeology

museum in the world.

4. The museum will include thirty  thousand new artifacts

{archaeological pieces}:

5. The Independent gaid that there were ‘about, 11 million

tourists in Egypt in 2018.

6. The English newspaper also expects that tourism in Egypt
will return stréng again, especially after flights {flying} to
Sharm EIl-Sheikh have been resumed {opened again after it

was closed}.

7. National Geographic also chose the city of Aswan in Egypt as

one of the suggested cities in 2020.

8. Because of coronavitus, the Grand Egyptian Museum will

open’in2021.

9. Bt flying hasbeen resumed in Egypt, and many tourists have
started coming to,Egypt, especially to Sharm El-Sheikh and

Hurghada.
Trc (ip’

1. masr(a) ?afhsan bdlad tizdrha fi 3isrin 3isrin

2. masr(a) kanit ?dwwil bdlad 3dla gdymit ilbilad illi gurnal
ilfIndependent] igtdrah inn innds yizuriha fi 3iSrin 3isrin.

3. ilmdthaf ilmdsri -lkibir haykdn ?dkbar mathaf 2dsari fi -13alam.

4. ilmdthaf haykan fi talatin ?alfa qit3a ?asariyya g(i)dida.

5. il[Independent] ?al inna kan fi hawali hidasar milyon sayih fi masr fi
2alfén wi tamantasar.
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6. ilgurnal il?ingilizi bardu biyatawdqqa3 inn issiyaha f masra tirga3
ba3da ma kan it?dfal.

7. [National Geographic] bdrdu ixtarit madinit ?aswan fi ma,
ilmddun ilmugqtdraha fi 3isrin 3isrin.

8. bi-sdbab kuréna, ilmathaf ilmdsri -lkibir hayiftah fi ?Palfe
3isrin.

9. lakin ittayaran itfdtah tani fi masr, wi
bi-zzat li-Sarm isséx w ilyardd?a.

ah kitir bada

Translation of the Questions

1. Did the Independent recommend Aswa
recommended cities in 20207 2. Whe

opinion of this news? 5. Have yo
share your experience. If not,
many countries have you visite
has/did coronavirus make in your life
about traveling by plane?

3.

4. because of o

Notes

7 | The News in Egyptian Arabic



@
&
QL

8 | The News in Egyptian Arabic



	Table of Contents (Arabic)
	Table of Contents (English)
	Introduction
	How to Use This Book
	Audio
	Unit 1: Egypt is the Number One Country to Visit for 2020
	Unit 2: Arctic Records Its Highest Temperature
	Unit 3: Study: Fewer Teens Consume Marijuana When Legalized
	Unit 4: Tiny Homes
	Unit 5: Smelly Fruit Sends Six People to Hospital
	Unit 6: Spanish Town Wants to Lose 100,000 Kilos in Two Years
	Unit 7: Lithuanian Couple Wins Wife-Carrying Competition
	Unit 8: Museum of Underwater Art Opens in Australia
	Unit 9: Ontario Kids to Learn Coding and Finance From Age Six
	Unit 10: Egypt Opens Bent Pyramid to Visitors
	Unit 11: Most Americans Want to Continue Working From Home
	Unit 12: 'Shorts' Feature on YouTube to Compete with TikTok
	Unit 13: J.K. Rowling Releases New Book Online for Free
	Unit 14: Boat, Bike and House at the Same Time
	Unit 15: Study: Starting School Day Late is Better
	Unit 16: Discovery: New Bacteria Eats Plastic
	Unit 17: Japanese City Bans Phone Use While Walking
	Unit 18: France Turns Unsold Wine Into Hand Sanitizer
	Unit 19: Google Makes Hieroglyphics Translator
	Unit 20: Insects Decrease by 27% in 30 Years
	Unit 21: Gloves Translate Sign Language into Speech
	Unit 22: Burger King Changes Cows' Diets
	Unit 23: Would You Try the 'Coronaburger'?
	Unit 24: Study: Rich Americans Sleep Better Than Poor Ones
	Unit 25: Extreme Heat, Dry Weather Increase Wildfires in California

