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Russian with Native Speakers will be of tremendous help to independent language learners
who want to develop their conversational skills and increase their Russian vocabulary.

Very simply, Russian with Native Speakers presents the results of a survey given to 14 native
speakers of Russian, not only from various regions of Russia but also from other Russian-
speaking countries, including Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan. Each of the 30 sections in the book begins with a question from the survey
followed by the 14 responses with a breakdown of the vocabulary and concludes with a page
where you are encouraged to give your own answer to the question using newly learned
words and phrases.

This book was designed in such a way that it can be an effective learning tool for learners at
all levels:

For beginners, even the most basic words are found in the glossaries with their English
translations. Even if you find the sentences challenging and cannot understand some of the
underlying grammar at work, you will be able to pick up useful phrases while building your
vocabulary.

For more advanced learners, the texts appear again in the back of the book—without stress
marks or translations—to provide a more challenging reading experience without
distractions.

The accompanying MP3s, free to download from our website, make up an invaluable part of
the learning process, allowing you to hear and mimic native speakers’ pronunciation, pitch,
intonation, and rhythm.

The author would like to thank all of the contributors for their participation in the Russian
with Native Speakers project.
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The sections are numbered, but that does not mean you have to do them in order. Sections
do not build on previous sections, and words and phrases found in each section are given
even if they appear in other sections. That said, if you are a beginner, you will want to do
sections 1-10 first, as these lay out even the most basic words (pronouns, prepositions,
conjunctions), which are sometimes not given in subsequent sections.

i i . ) B el |
Each section begins with a question I’ I
presented in formal (“Bbl”) form, as I 1
. Se 7
is the norm on surveys. Sl 1 KaK BacC BOBYT? :

: What is your name? I
Vocabulary from the question . [ :

N
\\ 1 P
. e e e e e B T T I
. Kak how; as, like npécro just, merely
A star icon ( )precedes the \\\ Bac acc. (formal or plural) you bueHb very
informa/ Version Of the question 3BaThb (30BY, 30B&Lb, 30BYT, 3BaA) impef. to call
* (perf. no3BaTL) MeHA acc./gen. me
ThIS is hOW you WOU/d ask afriend_ — — J J * KakTeb6 sosyr? (lit. How do they call you?) 570 this
i Te64 occ. (informal singular) you MOW m. (£ MOS; nt. MOB; pl. MOW; gen. m. MOETO)

the question. my

WM nt. (pl. NIMEHA; gen. UMEHM; gen. pl. UMEH) al

name OHO nt. it
. poaiTenu pi. parents
Vocabulary that appears in more Poccits (orep. Poccitn) Russia 8 + prep. at, in
& (gen. é origin BAsA + gen. for

than one of the fourteen responses---|7 apyr(o. apyse) friend

dbaminnua (ccc. paminamio) last name, surname Ho but

is listed at the beginning of the wand
section. Words are grouped by part WA Ty
of speech (nouns, numbers, verbs,

adjectives, adverbs, pronouns,
prepositions, conjunctions) listed in
order of appearance.

Mensi 30ByT OkcaHa. ITO yKpaWHCKOe AMS, HO MOH @
poAiTe M pYCCKUE U 51 pouiack B Pocciiu.

Oxcana

Each response appears in large, -----

easy- to-read typefgce with stress My name is Oksana. It’s a Ukrainian name, but my parents are Russian, and I was born
. . . in Russia.
marks and is followed by its English
translation.
YKpalHcKuii (nt. ykpaiHckoe) Ukrainian poanTbes (poanncs) perf. to be born (imperf.
e {p?ccunﬁ (p. pycckme) Russian poxaarTbea)

Under each response, vocabulary ~
not found in other responses in the
same section is given.

Study the responses. Listen to the MP3s and read the responses. Notice how words are used
together. Making note of (or highlighting) groups of words used together in meaningful
chunks and memorizing them will help you to produce more natural, idiomatic language.
(Note on MP3s: There is a 3-second pause between each response—not always enough time
for you to repeat it, but this should give you time to pause the audio.)

IV | Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)



Give your own response. At the end of each section, there is a page where you can practice
using words and phrases you have learned. First, write out the question in the “arrow” box.
Then write your own personal response to the question. To find help from native speakers to
check your responses, | recommend the website HiNative.com.

As you can see, there are places for two responses. Whose is the second? Be creative:

e Interview a Russian-speaking friend.

e Interview your teacher or a classmate.

e Use the questions to talk to Russian speakers online
on a language exchange web site or app. (I
recommend the apps Tandem and HelloTalk to find
language exchange partners.)

e Interview a friend or family member (in English!) and
translate (or paraphrase) their answers in Russian.

e |Imagine you are interviewing a celebrity or public
figure. What might their response be? Use what you know about them, find out more
online (Wikipedia, etc.), or just be imaginative.

e Create your own fictional character to answer the questions!

Try your best when answering, but don’t worry about making mistakes. These are part of the
learning process. You may need to consult a dictionary or a native speaker. If you still cannot
find the word you are looking for, go ahead and substitute it in your sentence with the English
translation. Perhaps later you will have an opportunity to improve your response.

Practice reading. The questions and responses appear again in the back of the book, written
without stress marks and without the distraction of the translations and glossaries. Practice
reading them (with or without the audio).
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Abbreviations

acc.  accusative instr. instrumental
anim. animate m. masculine
dat. dative nom. nominative
f. feminine nt. neuter

gen. genitive perf. perfective
imperf.imperfective pl. plural

inf. infinitive prep. prepositional
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Kak how; as, like
Bac acc. (formal or plural) you
3BaTb (30BY, 30BELb, 30BYT; 3BaA) imperf. to call
(perf. no3BaThb)
Kak Tte64 308By1? (/it. How do they call you?)
Te64 acc. (informal singular) you

UMA nt. (pl. UMEHA; gen. UMEHU; gen. pl. UMEH)
name

poawuTenu pl. parents

Poccus (prep. Poccmn) Russia

NPOMUCXOXAEHME (gen. NPOMCXOXKAEHMA) Origin

apyr (o apy3sba) friend

damnnma (acc. pammunuio) last name, surname

Ha3bIBaTb (Ha3bIBAlO, Ha3blBaellb, Ha3bIBAIOT;
Ha3biBan) imperf. to call (perf. Ha3BaTb)

MeHs 30ByT OkcdHa. ITO YKpauHCKOEe UMS, HO MOM
poAUTENH PYCCKHE U 1 poAuiack B Poccun.

npocTo just, merely
OueHb very

MeHSA acc./gen. me

370 this

MO m. (f. MOSA; nt. MOE&; pl. MOW; gen. m. MOErQ)
my

al

OHO nt. it

B + prep. at, in
ana +gen. for

Ho but
uand

OxkcaHa

My name is Oksana. It’s a Ukrainian name, but my parents are Russian, and I

was born in Russia.

YKpauHcKui (nt. ykpanHckoe) Ukrainian
pycckuii (pl. pycckue) Russian

poanTbea (poannca) perf. to be born (imperf.
poxaatbca)

1] Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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MeH# 30BYT Aekcéil. 3To 06EI4HOe 1Ma B Pocchu 1‘ @
rp€4ecKOro MpouCX0oXKAEHHUS. :

Anexceit

My name is Alexey. This is a common name in Russia [and is] of Greek origin.

06bI4HbIN (nt. 06bIMHOE) common, usual, rpéueckumii (gen. rpéueckoro) Greek
ordinary

Memst 30BYT BukTOpus. ITo ndaHas pépma moerod [
VIMEHH, HO Bbl MOXXeTe Ha3bIBATb MeHS NMPOCTO
BI;IKa. Buka

My name is Victoria. It is the full form of my name, but you can call me Vica.

nonHbiii full; complete Moub (Mory, moeLub, MOryT; MOr, MOrNa,
dopma form MOrno, moramn) imperf. to be able to; can
Bbl (formal or plural) you (perf. cmoub)

MeH$ 30BYT ApTYp. ITO AMA KEJIbTCKOTO

NPOHCXO0XKEHHS, U OHO 03HAYAET 'MeJBE/Db .
ApTyp

My name is Artur. This name is of Celtic origin and it means "bear.

KEnbTCKui (gen. Kénbtckoro) Celtic mepBéab m. bear
03HauaTb (03HaYaeT, 03HAYAIOT; 03HAYAN) imperf.
to mean (perf. 03HAUUTD)
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MeHs 30ByT TaH3ud. JJaAHHOe UMA apabCKOTro
NPOHCXO0XKAEHHS, 03HAYaIIee "HUCIIOCIaHHas
CBID,H_He". TaH3una

My name Tanzilya. This name is of Arabic origin, meaning "sent down from
above."

BaHHbIN (nt. paHHOe) this, present, given HUCNOCNaHHDbIN (£ HUcnOcnaHHaa) sent down
apabckuii (gen. apabekoro) Arabic csbiwe from above; over
03HayaoLWMiA (nt. 03HaYalOWee) meaning,

which means

Mens 30ByT Camat bericekées. B féTcTBe Mo ‘ "ifa
dbaMUIMs BbI3bIBAJIa MPOOJIEMBI ¥ YIUTEEN. NA
Camar

My name Samat Beisekeyev. As a child, my last name caused problems for
teachers.

BetcTBo (prep. pércrae) childhood npo6ném (p.. npobnémbi) problem
BbI3bIBaTb (BbI3bIBAl0, Bbi3biBAELlb, BbI3bIBAKOT, Y at; with, for; to have
BbI3bIBaN) imperf. to cause; to call (perf. yuutenb m. (gen. pl. yuutenéi) teacher
BbI3BaTb)
Mens 30ByT Haavipa, HO Bce [py3bs 30BYT MeEHS g

npocrto Haps.

Haps

My name is Nadira, but all my friends just call me Nadya.

Bce pl. all; everyone
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Mens 30ByT [IMuTpuit HukosideBud JlaryTKUH.
Jlpy3bsi Ha3bIBAOT MeHs bacs, bocsik viu bachcr.

JAMuTpuit

My name is Dmitriy Nikolaevich Lagutkin. Friends call me Basia, "Tramp" or
Bassist.*

6ocak tramp *The nicknames started with “Bassist,” as
Wwnu or Dmitriy is a bass guitarist.
6acucr bassist, bass guitarist

MeHs 30ByT CBeTJIaHA. ITO UMH [JAJIU MHE NIPU
POXAEHUY MOV POAVITEIIU.

CBeTJiaHa

My name is Svetlana. This name was given to me at birth by my parents.

Batb (Ban) perf. to give (imperf. BaBATH) npu + prep. at the time of
MHe dat. me poxaéHue (prep. poXaéHUK) birth
Mens 30ByT CTenaHoB Bagum AnekcéeBuu. A »

O4eHb JIFDOJI0 CBOE UMSI, HO He JIF0OJIF0 paMUJIHIO.

Bagum

My name is Stepanov Vadim Alekseevich. I love my first name, but I do not like
my last name.
nobutsb (110610, N6ULWLIL, NKO6AT; N6UN) cBoit (nt. cBO&) my; one’s

imperf. to love; to like (perf. noNO6UTB) He not
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Moé BbeTHAMCKOE MMs O4eHb AJUHHOE, TI03TOMY
B Poccyiu v 3a rpaniLier MeHs 30BYT NPOCTO AHS.

My Vietnamese name is very long, so in Russia and abroad, my name is simply
Anya.

BbeTHAMCKMIA (nt. BbeTHamcKoe) Vietnamese 3a +instr. beyond; behind
ONVHHbBIN (nt. aAMHHOE) long rpaHnua border; 3a rpaHnueit abroad,
no3tomy so, therefore overseas

Mens 30ByT Biagucaas lOpreBuy CTacrok, HO A1
JIpy3éu s npocrto Baag.

Bnapg

My name is Vladislav Yurevich Stasiuk, but for friends, I'm just Vlad.

Apyr (pl. BPY3bA; gen. pl. apy3éit) friend

MeHs 30ByT KprcTiHa. 3TO UMA /15 MEHS 1'
BbhIOpaJ A€/yllIKa, U OHO MHe OUeHb HPABUTCH.

Kpuctuna

My name is Christina. My grandfather chose this name for me, and I really like
it.

BbI6paTb (BbIBPan) perf. to choose, select (imperf. MHe dat. me
Bbl6UpaThb) HPABUTLCA + dat. (HPABAIOCb, HPABULLILCA,
AéaywkKa m. grandfather, grandpa HpasAaTca; Hpasuaca) imperf. to be liked by
(perf. noHpaBuTbCA)
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MeH¢ 30ByT Muxani. 3To 04HO U3 CAMbBIX
MONYJISIPHBIX UMEH B CJIaBSIHCKUX CTPAHaXx.

Muxauu

My name is Mikhail. This is one of the most popular names in Slavic countries.

0AMH (nt. 0AHO) one CNaBAHCKMIA (prep. pl. cnaBAHCKMX) Slavic

u3 + gen. from CTpaHa (pl. CTPaHbI; prep. pl. CTPaHax) country
Camblii (gen. pl. camblix) the most __

nonynApHbIN (gen. pl. nONyNApHbIX) popular

© | Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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oTkyaa from where, where... from
Bbl (formal or plural) you

OTKypa TbI?
Tbl (informal singular) you

ropogp, (pl. ropoaa; gen. ropoaa) city

66nactb f. oblast, province, region

cronunua (prep. cTonnue) capital

Poccusa (prep. Poccnm; instr. Poccneit) Russia

peruoH (prep. pernoHe) region

pecnybnuKa (gen. pecnybaunkm; prep.
pecnybnuke) republic

poanTbea (poannca) perf. to be born (imperf.
poxaaTbca)

NPOXMUBAaTb (NPOXKMBAID, NPOXKUBAELUb,
NPOXXUBAIOT; NPOXKUBAN) imperf. to live (perf.
NPOXNUTb)

BbIpacTu (BbIPOC, BBIPOCAA, BLIPOC/IO, BLIPOC/N)
perf. to grow up; to grow (imperf. pacti)

A poaunace B MasieHbKOM ropoje Ycosbe-
Cubupckoe UpkyTckou 66J1acTH, HeJaaeKo OT

03epa barikas.

[ was born in the small town of Usolye-Sibirskoye, Irkutsk oblast, near Lake

Baikal.

ManeHbKul (prep. maneHbkom) small, little
Yconbe-Cubnpckoe Usolye-Sibirskoye
MpKyTcKaa 66nactb 7. Irkutsk oblast
Hepaneko near, close

popom by birth

al

370 this

MO (pl. MOM; f. MOS; gen. f. MO€M) my
B + prep. at, in

u3 +gen. from

Ha + prep. ON, at

nand

oT +gen. from

063epo (gen. 63epa) lake

Baiikan Baikal

/| Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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A poayisicsa v npoxiJ BCIO KU3Hb B MOCKBE,
ctosnie Pocchn.

Anexceit

[ was born and lived all my life in Moscow, the capital of Russia.

NPOXUTb (NPOXKWUA) perf. to live (imperf. MKU3HD f. (gen. 3Xn3HM) life
NPOXMUBAaTb) MocKsa (prep. MockBé) Moscow
BcA f. (acc. BCro) all

A u3 YkparHbl. Ha 14HHBINA MOMEHT 5 IPOKUBAIO B |
eé crosnue, Kiese.

Buka

I'm from Ukraine. At the moment, [ live in its capital, Kiev.
YKpanHa (gen. YKpanHbi) Ukraine eé (possessive) its, her; acc./gen. it, her
BAaHHbIN this, present, given Kunes (prep. Knese) Kiev
MOMEHT moment

P~
A poayica u Beipoc B HoBopoccuicke. 3To ropoj,
B Poccyin Ha no6epéxbe YépHOTO MOPA.

ApTyp

[ was born and raised in Novorossiysk. It is a city in Russia on the Black Sea
coast.

Hosopoccuiick Novorossiysk YEPHDbIN (gen. uépHoro) black
nob6epéxbe (prep. nobepéxbe) coast mope (gen. mOpA) sea

8 | Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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KaKOM (gen. Kakoro) which, what paubLe earlier, before, previously
uBerT (p/. uBeTa; gen. UBETA) color
y +gen. at; y + gen. (ecTb) have MO (pl. MOM; gen. pl. MOMX; prep. MOEM) My
Bac gen. (formal or plural) you
rnas (p/. rnasa) eye Additional Vocabulary:
BONOCDI pl. (gen. pl. BONOC) hair cepnoii (hair) gray, white
Kakoro ugeta y Teba rnasa u B6n0ocbI? neicblii bald
Te64 gen. (informal singular) you rony6oii blue

Kapwii (p/. Kapue) hazel; brown
TéMmHo- dark

pyccKuii (pl. pycckue) Russian
KOpWUHEBDbIi (p/. KOpUuHeBble) brown
CBETAbIN (instr. pl. cBéTAbIMM) light
YépHbIi (pl. uépHble) black; (eyes) dark
pycbiii (pl. pycbie) fair, light brown
TEMHbIN (pl. TEMHbIe) dark

3eNEHbli (gen. 3eN€HOro; pl. 3eNEHble) green
csétno- light-

cépblit (pl. cépble) (eyes) gray

Kapue rsiaza u TéEMHO-pychbie BOJIOCHL. KcTaTy,
c/16BO "pycckue” mpou3sonuid oT UBETa BOJIOC —
"pbeIﬁ"' OxcaHa

Brown eyes and light brown hair. By the way, the word "Russian” comes from
the hair color "light brown."

Kctatu by the way NPOU30MTH OT + gen. (NPOU3OLLEN, NPOU3OLLNA,
cnoso (pl. cnosa) word npowusowno, npousownn) perf. to come from,
originate from (imperf. nponcxognTb)

127 | Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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Kak how; as, like

6b1 would

onucartb (onucan) perf. to describe (imperf.
OnucbIBaTL)

ceb4 acc. oneself; yourself; myself

NNYHOCTb f. personality

m. Kak 6bl Tbl onucan cebs Kak

NnyHocTb?; £ Kak 6bl Tbl onucana cebs
KaK INYHOCTb?

YenoBeéK (pl. NKOAM; gen./acc. HNOBEKaA;
instr. pl. nrOAbMM) person, human
obweéHue socializing; communication

BPYron (dat. pl. BPYIAM; instr. pl. APYFMMMK)
other

CNOKOMHBbIN calm

3aMKHYTbIN reserved

apy»entobHbii friendly

OTBETCTBEHHbIN (f. OTBETCTBEHHAA)
responsible

A yécTtHag, BocnuTaHHasa AéByliKa. HaBépHoe,
O4yeHb TpéOOBaTeJIbHA K CEOE U K IPYTHM.

TBOpUECKuii (7. TBOpUeckasn) creative

HagEXHbIl (£ HapgéxHan) reliable

Becénblii (£ Becénasn) cheerful, merry, fun

obwurTenbHbIN (f. 06WMUTEeNbHAnA) sociable;
communicative

LeneycTpeMNEHHbIN (gen. LeNeyCTPEMNEHHOTO; acc. f.
ueneycrpemnénHyio) purposeful, focused, single-
minded

OGueHb very
nerko easily

K +dat. to; toward
nocne + gen. after
c +instr. With

OxkcaHa

I'm an honest, well-mannered gal. Probably very demanding of myself and

others.

YEcTHbIN (f. uécTHan) honest

BOCNMUTaHHbIM (. BOcnuTaHHasaA) well-
mannered, courteous

AésyLwKa young woman; girl

HaBépHoe probably

TpeboBaTeneH, TpéboBatenbHa (TpéboBaTenbHbIN)
demanding, exacting, particular, fastidious

cebé dat. myself; oneself

175 Russian with Native Speakers (Book 1)
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1

OkcaHa:
Anekcen:
Buka:
ApTyp:
Tan3unga:
Camar:

Haps:
AMuUTpuU:

CBeTJ/1aHa:
Bagum:
AHs:

Bnaan;
Kpucrtuna:

Muxaur:

2

OkcaHa:

Anekcen:
Buka:

ApTyp:

Kak Bac 30ByT?

MeHs 30ByT OKcaHa. 3TO YKpauHCKOE UMs, HO MOU POJUTEH
pycCcKue U g poausaace B Poccuu.

MeHs 30ByT Anekceil. ITo 06bIYHOE UMS B Poccuu rpeyeckoro
IIPOUCXOXK,eHUS.

Mens 30ByT BukTopus. 3To nosiHasg ¢opmMa MOero UMeHH, HO Bbl
MOXKeTe Ha3bIBaTb MeHs NPOCTO Buka.

MeHs 30ByT ApTyp. 3TO UMSA KEJIbTCKOT'O IPOUCXOXKIEHHUSA, U OHO
Oo3HayaeT "MeJBeab".

Mens 30ByT TaH3us. [/laHHOe UMs apabCKOT0 NPOUCXOXKAEHUS,
O3Hayvamwllee "HUCIIOCJaHHad cBbllie".

Mens 30ByT Camat beiicekeeB. B geTcTBe Mosi pamMuiius
BbI3bIBaJsIa MPOOJIEMBI Y YYHTEJIEH.

Mensd 30ByT Hagupa, HO Bce Apy3bd 30BYT MeHd nipocto Hazad.
Mens 30ByT JIMuTpuit HrukosiaeBud JlaryTkuH. /lpy3bsi Ha3bIBalOT
MmeHd bacg, bocsak uiu bacucr.

Mens 30ByT CBeT/IaHaA. ITO UMA [jAJIM MHE IIPU POXKIEHUH MOU
POJHUTEIIN.

Mens 30ByT CTenaHoB Bagum AnekceeBud. f oueHb J1106J110 CBOE
MMsl, HO He JI106J110 paMHUIHUIO.

Moé BbeTHaMCKOe UMd 04YeHb JJIMHHOE, 103TOMY B Poccuu u 3a
rpaHULeld MEHS 30BYT POCTO AHS.

Mens 30ByT Binagucnas IOpbeBud CTacrok, HO 15 Apy3eu 4
npocto Buag,

MeHsd 30ByT KpuctuHa. 3T0 UM4 /11 MeHs BbIOpaJ AeAyIlIKa, U
OHO MHE OYeHb HPABUTCH.

MeHs 30ByT Muxaus. 3TO 0JHO U3 CaMbIX NONYJIAPHBIX UMEH B
C/IAaBAHCKUX CTPaHax.

OTKyaa BbI?

A poaunack B MajieHbKOM ropoge Ycosbe-Cubupckoe UpkyTckoit
o6Js1acTH, HeJlasieko OT o3epa baikaui.

A poguiica u npoxua BCro )KU3Hb B MockBe, cTosivLe Poccuu.

A v3 YKkpanHbl. Ha aHHBIM MOMEHT 1 IPOXXUBAIO B €€ CTOJINLE,
Kuese.

A popuicsa u Beipoc B HoBopoccuiicke. 3To ropoj B Poccuu Ha
no6epexxbe YépHOro Mmops.
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