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Palestinian Arabic Verbs
QUICK LODKUP

ol come 28 il join

a3 take 29 &l go blind
il give 30 Sl be born

ol announce 31 85l be interested

& eat 32 & sell

Al cancel 33 % begin

S order 34 »=5 translate r B8 o wear
olel humiliate 35 ol bring wsl play
Jasl deal with 3B Bty & turn
Azl learn 37 <o like : A find
3l have lunch |38 <> mov Jz ol touch
sl avoid 39 S5 fee &ia hold
wsEl err 40 o> wa s e walk

%5l hope 4 alb ascend b sleep

celebrate Jak treat o forget

3! become red : e know w299 Show
N A= invite Jog arrive
72 Jee do J£5 promise

73 Ji& wash 00 &y fall

O O ~ M ot &~ N

74 & change 0l < stop

75 &8 open 102 sy stand

T8 5 think 103 ok have
71 e understand (104 s% o want

p

78  J6 say 105 sic o5 have
79 a5 eam 1B o there to be
ol leave 80 U3 kil 107 sme 0l have

%l help 81 .98 be able to
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Palestinian Arabic Verbs: Conjugation Tables and Grammar was designed as
both a reference and self-study learning tool. The book presents over 100
conjugation tables of some of the most commonly used verbs in everyday speech.
The tables also serve as models for conjugating practically’any verb in the
language. The index in the back of the book lists over 750 verbs categorized by
conjugation pattern with references to the tables that model each pattern.

Each conjugation table is followed by several example sentences that show the
verb in use in various tenses, with common structures (including negation),
collocations, and meanings. A concise grammar guide following'the tables gives
more explicit information on the uses of tenses in Palestinian Arabic.

The conjugation tables show perfect, imperfect, bi-imperfect, imperative, and
active participle forms of verbs. (These may also be known by other grammatical
names, such as past, subjunctive, present,y;command, and present participle,
respectively.) The passive participle (past participle) and verbal noun (gerund,
masdar) are not included in the tables as they are usedras adjectives and nouns,
falling outside the scope of this book:

| want to thank Ahmed Younis for his collaberation on this project. Ahmed-who
is from Gaza, Palestine—tirelessly recited each of the conjugated verb forms on
which the tables are based; wrote the example sentences, answered my many,
many questions to ensure a high level of accuracy and authenticity of the
information, helped edit/the materials, andyprofessionally recorded all of the
conjugation tables and example sentences.

iy

Visit www.lingualism.com/pav, where you can find free
accompanying audio to download or stream (at variable
playback rates)
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How to Use This Book

Tables appear in
alphabetical order,
numbered for easy
reference. In the
indexes, this table is
referenced as T-1.

Arabic verbs are traditionally
grouped into measures.

'. A single, common
translation of e
! verb is given a
i ofthe table. Other

possible translations
i and meanings can be
found in the example

The persons
appear in the

an Arabic verb

The most basic form of
he 3r-

| sentences and i
eft column, X
written only } E
in phonemic | iowrdhosienesseer oo
transcription ____
so as not to - Tenses and
distract from moods head
the verb writ- nta | it each column.
ten in Arabic. i | jti Study the
2 p. 109 intu | jitu grammar sec-
tion for the
Notes high- usage of each.
light idiosyn- Dp. 111-119
crasies of
certain verbs.
Conjugated
N . T verbs appear
pletely unrelated to the verb. \\‘::\ bOth in Arabic
Audio tracks Lo i o i script anfj
with the conj phonemic
gated forms . ) ) transcription.
and exampl Ikiotisifz::ﬁnili while. 3 p V-Viii
sentences fo

all tabl

J5 91 ale (o o) Glaomaihs T S iac

oad and doesn't come home except once every five years.

Is gl L Ble s Somle p2isd

Come to my plalce and we'll go out together. ~ When are you coming?
’

av.

Example sentences demonstrate the verb being used
in various tenses, moods, and persons. Study the

sentences to better understand the range of meanings
(and translations) and idiomatic usage of the verb.

iii | Palestinian Arabic Verbs




Use the Index by Table Pattern to conjugate hundreds more common Palestinian
Arabic verbs.

First, find the verb you would like to conjugate in the Arabic Index (@ p. 138) or
English Index (@ p. 148). Next to it, you will see an alphanumeéric label. For
example, if you look up zw or swim, you will see 1s1 following the verb.

Now, go to the Index by Table Pattern (@ p. 122) and find group 1s1. (Notice that
1s1 is shorthand for measure 1, sound, first subgroup. @ p. 119-121).

You can see xw swim listed alphabetically in group 1s1. There is no conjugation

table for this particular verb, but all of the verbs belonging to'group. 1s1 share the
same conjugation pattern. Use any of the verbs that.do have a table (marked T-)
to model the conjugation of xw..

You can, for example, look up T-45 (table 45 on p. 45 for the verb gs> pay) and
substitute the three radicals (consonants)of this verb with those of xw.. swim. If

you want to say they swim, find the equivalent of they pady in table 45 (the bi-
imperfect himma form): Ig=é3, bidfa3u.and transform it into ls>ciw bisbahu. You

could also use T-52 or T-75, which follow the:same pattern.

Isl  sound measure | © =4 beg (for money)
<= send; mail =>4 explain
2 swallow 2kt undress, take off

(clothes), remove

> wound, injure, hurt (clothes)

za= add, add up; harvest 2w manufacture

g2 deceive hao click (on k)

z4s be submissive (in ab print
prayer) ind

@ snatch oo BT

btract
oue> Step, tread (on le) b subtrad

I‘ T-45 2> pay

oo paint

&t sink
T-75 % open

vaxé examine

25 raise

L. 2 plow (field); work

>y crawl hard

&) :"a"lt (:)seed), grow gk Cross, pass
aplan

o lick

23 praise (someone)

T-52 Jlugask

e SWIM
Cow Withdraw 2 joke; kid
|‘ 2aw allow, permit we Wipe, mop
2w forbid
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Palestinian Colloquial Arabic (PCA) is a spoken dialect with no official status or
rules of orthography. Native speakers tend to borrow spelling cohventionsifrom
Modern Standard Arabic with some accommodations to @account for PCA
pronunciation. Arabic script, however, is ill-suited to show the actual
pronunciation of PCA, including word stress and,sound changes that occur when
verbs are conjugated. Even if you are comfortable with Arabic script, it is advised
that you pay close attention to the phonemic transcription (and audio tracks) to
determine a more precise pronunciation of verbs. IPA (International Phonetic
Alphabet) symbols are found in [square brackets] in the descriptions below.

The following sounds are also found in English and should pose no difficulties:

examples
b v [b]asin bed bdna s (build)
d > [d] asin dog, but with the tongue ddfa3 gs> (study)
touching the back of the upper teeth
f @ [flasinfour fataras)ss\s (bill)
g & [g] as in gas by the majority of gdralss (read)
Palestinians, especially in Gaza. Some
speakers in urbamareas (and especially
among women) may pronounce G as a
hamza sound - [?].
j z [l asinfpleasure and beige Jisim s (body)
h o [h] asinhouse hdjam s> (attack)
k ¢ [kl asinkid Gkal JSi (eat)
1 J [Halight / as in love libis yud (get dressed)
m » [m]asin moeon mat ol (die)
n o [n] as in nice nisi s (forget)
s Gioe  [s]asinsun sdna & (year)
s o [f1asinshow $a g (what)
t o [t] asintiegbut with the tongue touching  ta3al Jiss (come)
the back of the upper teeth
w o "[W}as in word weén o9 (Where)
y s [lasinyes yiktib oy (he writes)
z 53 [z]@sinzoo 2ar s (visit)
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I irregular defective measure / to come l>|

perfect imperfect hi-imnerfect
na | jit Coz | @i '
ihna jina > niji
inta jit Ca> tiji
inti | jiti X tiji
intu jitu |_9.~.> tiju
hiwwa | dja L>] yiji
hiyya djat u;i tiji
himma | dju lg?i L yiju
inta ta3al Jla:\
inti | ta3ali b
intu ta3alu

A ® Only the third-per
@ The positive imp

doesn't come home except once every five years.

59 1, te Jlss omls Ly

ce and we'll go out together. ~ When are you coming?
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2 Irreqular measure /

to take

perfect imperfect
dna Paxddit oAl | Paxud
ihna Paxddna Gasl | naxud
inta Paxddit O3 taxud
inti | Paxddti a3 | taxdi
intu Paxddtu |_9'.'\J.;| ! taxdu
hiwwa | ?dxad 231 1 yaxud
hiyya ?dxdat O3] taxud
himma | Pdxadu lgas] | yaxdu
inta xud RC
S
inti xudi S>>
intu xtdu

@ The imperfect for
@ The active partici

® Jsi 2dkal (T-5) is

£

d=

verb.

dmalolle dse So31 8BSl cli] Canods

| heard that you took your brother to the
university with you.
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34 sound measure X/ to translate ﬁa?sg

perfect imperfect

- 07,

himma | tdrjamu lgo>y3

0~

inta tdrjim P>

o

éna | tarjémit a2 atérjim il

ihna tarjdmna L:o;;;\ ntdrjim p_;::\

inta tarjamit u;o.;_’;_\ ttdrjim

inti | tarjamti a3 ttdrjimi

intu tarjdmtu Ig..i;_’;\ ttérjimu
hiwwa | tdrjam ﬁ;; ytdrjim JeSen,
hiya | tdrjamat s | ttdrjim

ytdrjimu

inti tdrjimi

intu tdrjimi

Ohgazyin s gil yls bl

our friends are not translating.

NEPESORON| Te pzyio Sl _alall
ou translate this paragraph? Has this movie been translated

into Arabic?
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a3

dna
ihna
inta
inti
intu
huwwa
hiyya

himma

defective measure /l to d|] 6 Sl.ul

perfect
sawét Coglw asawi
sawéna Loglw nsawi
saweét Coglw tsawi
saweti GR9lw tsawi
sawétu lgu gl tsawu
sawa Solw ysawi
sawat O9lw tsawi

sawu lgglw ysawu

inta

inti

sawi Solw

sawi

w9 e J| sl §LISU msle o
to do and quit playing. = What have you done to the dog?
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5 E sound measure I/ to |:||]SE JS.HJ

perfect

dna | sakkdrit &3Sl | asdkkir

ihna sakkdrna Lsf:i; nsakkir )i:.:»

nta | sakkdrit oS | tsdkkir |

inti | sakkdrti 5| sakkr .

intu sakkdrtu | yf:i.; tsakkru S | s
hiwwa | sakkar S | ysdkkir | s
hiyya sdkkarat C'J::i.; tsdkkir _,?.:..:.:
hdmma | sdkkaru ls ;i.; ysdkkru ls _:i:.w
inta sakkir

inti sdkkri

intu sakkru

are closing their bags.
Ll il (S

Close the window; it's cold!

FU N HCOMA|

Have you closed the closet?
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In 4 pseuds-verb to want 9J_} C)ls

perfect imperfect
dna | kunit biddi % S | akan bidd

ihna | kanna biddna L\J..\ L.S 1 nkan biddna by O
inta | kunit biddak dJ..\ u.,S tkan biddak
inti | kanti biddik -J..L\ u«..S tkani biddik
intu | kuntu biddku 95..\.: | 9,.,5 tkanu biddku

hiwwa | kan biddu 9..\.3 ulS  ykan biddu 9%
hiyya | kanat biddha lmi:; <3S’ thiin biddha Lmij
himma| kanu biddhum a3y |g5lS Ykonu b 15393 biddhum s,
@ The pseudo verb s, biddu forms a co : b o8 kan, which
A Bank keep oS kan
@ The verb uls kan is unexp
U.\blgd.\ulsglsdls LSLoLLl&u

Samar w come an artist when she grows up.

) (aday bo) ey il

My friends don't want to come with us.

2 lot of expenses when he enters university.

A A e 08 Lo

me a lot of time. When will she finish up cleaning?
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Personal Pronouns

Independent Pronouns

Palestinian Colloquial Arabic (PCA) has eight persons, which mez
pronouns and eight conjugations for each tense. The followir
eight independent pronouns, that is, pronoun
prefixes or suffixes.

English

\|

dna ] I

ihna bf>J | we

inta C,:\J : you

inti u:‘J you

intu SAOJJ | you (guys) | wasculi nine dual/plural
huwwa : 3;3 he; it I

hiyya Z,:Qs she; it

himma ja;b they

A Compared to Mo

Palestinian Arabic has fo as the
dual is absorbed into
both genders.

MSA

%9 0T o 90%

o5 | a1/ 81/ L
ﬂfz Q@/ﬂm/lm

e independent pronouns on audio track

d verb contains a prefix and/or suffix which
so subject pronouns are not usually necessary.
used before conjugated verbs to emphasize the

l>w | love you.
Lw bl | love you.
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Form

The bi-imperfect is formed by prefixing o to

dna ! bi- )
conjugations of the imperfect tense. If the 5 :
imperfect prefix has a vowel, the bi-imperfect prefix ~ #ina \ bni- -
takes a sukuun (2> no vowel). If the prefix hasa L bti- | 2
sukuun, the bi-imperfect prefix takes a kasra (&ai). i i -,
When the imperfect conjugations that begin with 5 . /nt AL e
y- (the third-person masculine singular and the bti- -0 |_9__f,
plural) take , the result is pronounced bi- (and less : : i
) hiwwa | i ' e
commonly byi- by some speakers). ' :
higa bt ) D
tiktib > btiktib B € LS , b E
T i himma % bi--u 1 lg o
tsdkkir > bitsdakkir o € Sud ' '
yiktib = biktib K € S

ysdkkir = bisckkir S € K

Use

@® The bi-imperfect tense most often corresponds to the present simple or
present continuous tenses of English, referring to general truths and habits and
present actions.

bi-13ada bdsha mit?dxxar.  >tamadslaly | usually get up late.

btihki 3drabi? Te s> Do you speak Arabic?
btigli lishan. Ogwall =i She is doing the dishes.

@ It is used inAnnouncements: | promise..., | congratulate..., | swear...

bdw3idak m@ Pansak. el L gacg | promise not to forget you.

® The.bi-imperfect can also'refer to future, especially to convey intentions.

bass dwsal-battisil 3alék. . Ja_a: Jwéi o« When | arrive, I'll call you.

Negative

The negative ofboth the bare imperfect and the bi-imperfect is formed by adding
the suffix i -(7)s to the verb, or adding the particle L ma/ma before it. In the
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750 verbs are listed in the indexes, by pattern, alphabetically in Arabic, and by
English translation. The pattern for each verb is designated by an alphanumeric
indicator (1s1, 8d, etc.) Verbs which have their own tables are shown in bold, and
their table numbers are preceded by T-.

The tables in this book show the conjugations for.dozens of the most commonly
used verbs in Palestinian Arabic, but, at the same time, the patterns.in these
tables can be applied to other verbs with identical or nearly identical patterns,
allowing you to conjugate nearly any verb in the language. This index arranges
verbs into groups with common conjugation patterns.

Isl  sound measure | ©® a> beg (for money)
o= send; mail z> explain
&b swallow zlagdndress, take off
- (clothes), remove
z»> wound, injure, hurt (clothes)
g> deceive bes click (on )
=& be submissive (in &b print
prayer) i
&= snatch o=b grin

btract
o> Step, tread (oh, ) gk subtrac

T-45 ass pay &yt sink
obs paint T-75 s open
=5, raise va>d examine
Gy crawl ol Ez\év (field); work
€) Fa:ar?lgr(mi)seEd)’ grow ki cross, pass
ol lick

T-52 Jlsnask
z4e praise (someone)

T SWIM

wow Withdraw > Joke; kid

&ew allow, permit e Wipe, mop
= forbid
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Al smile 8s

o2 become white, become pale 9s
J>Tl be delayed 5s

50l be late 5s

w36l behave 5s

wulil be sorry, regret 5s

wsbl yawn 6s

JsLl exchange 6s

il adopt 5d

#2535l be translated 12s

j3l=31 pass, overtake 6s

xas3l freeze (intr.) 5s

il avoid 5s

93l get married (to) 5s

=3l wear a hijab 5s

sa=3l challenge 5s

I3l move (intr.) 5s

Ml improve, get better (intr.) 5s
Jnﬂ bear, endure, tolerate 5s
a3 take a bath 5s

Js=il change, turn into 5s

2>l graduate (from () 55

uc»a:g.ﬂ major (in _;,), specialize (in _3) 5s
U]a:ul speed, go over the speed limit 5d
oalsdl get rid of &5s

Jis3l imagine 58

1951 borrow (money) 68

w)Jil practice e 5s

»S&l remember 5s

o>»lbeg, plead 5d

s34l hesitate 5s

U5l get profmoted (at work) 5d
35islip 125

2J5il ski 5s

sslil be done;@qual 6d

J>.dl enroll 5s

.l close (intr.) 5s

Ukl have fun, enjoy ofieself 5d

el be named, be called 5d

»<Li3l be pessimistic 6s

&sgidhchoke (on 2), swallow the wrong

way 12s
il behave 5s
Jil contact /gs; €ONNECT /g0 85
fsmfs_l have one's picture taken, be
photographed; imagine 5s
kil look at 5/_s 5s
&llsil get divorced 5s
yskil develop (intr.) 5s
selsildemonstrate, protest 6s
Jols3l treati6siT-9
=il meet, be aequainted with 5s
was3l have dinner 5d
,Jg%_l learn 5s T-10
s3=3l get used to, become accustomed

to 5s
33| have lunch 5d T-11

)%l get stitches 5s

51 change (intr.) 5s

J=ldil be optimistic 6s

5>\l be surprised 6s

skl avoid 6d T-12

ol understand each other 6s

il watch e 5s

GuSHdl trip (intr.) 12s

@ml agree (with g»); get along (with zo)
8s

Jitsil argue, fight, quarrel (intr.) 6s

sl retire 6s

0sSil be composed of 5s

bkl err 125 T-13

._,,ml practice (a sport); exercise, work
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abandon >» 153

abduct ks 153

able: be ~ to ;.5 154 T-81
accept J.$ 1s4

accompany sl 3s

accomplish jals 25 T-43
accuse gl 8s

accustomed: become ~ to s3<il 55
achieve 3i> 2s

acquainted: be ~ with =il 5s
acquire c..s 1s4

act Ji 2s; ~ foolishly Jilgil 6s
add zo> 151; Gls 1h1; 513 1hl
adjust L) 2s

admit (to) ws 2s; Wyl 8s
adopt il 5d

advantage: take ~ of J=u.l 10g
advise puas 151

affect jii 2s

afflict Lo 1h1

afraid: be ~ of Gls 1h3

age ;i3 11s; 3% 25

agree .3 154; ~ (with gs) il 88
allow zow 1s1

along: get ~ (with zs) &&l'8s
am: see be

anger Jcj 2s

angry: become ~ wuad 2s; Jc) 14
announce <l 4s T-4

annoy &Ls 3s

annoyed: get ~ 385 11s
answer _3l=3s; ~5) e 1g2
anxious: be ™ sl 1s4
apologize (to J / for_Je) ;<! 8s
appeal to e d52

appear ;. 2s

applaud ws; 2s

apply (to i) 038 2s

appoint j.c 2s

appreciate ;15 2s

approve of ;slg 3s

are: see be

argue Jsl 6s; ™ (about i) Jsl= 3s
arrange _i) 25

arrest Jax! 8s

arrested: get>. ol 7s
arrive J.os 1s7T-98

ascend glb 154 T-68

ask JL. 1s1 T-52

assault,s.xcl 8d

assume 5,8 1s2

assure J3i 25

attack oo 152; ¥ gacly lc 8d
attract &> 1s2; 4o 1g1
avoid _izil 5s; alsil 6d T-12
awake: be ~ 3l 1h2

away: get ~ s 1s2

bake ;s 152, 1s3

baptize uac 2s

bargain »sl. 3s

bath: take a ~ sl 5s

be ois 1h2 T-84

bear sl 1h2; Jssil 5s

beat _lc 152; 3> 182; Lo 153
become ;Lo 1h1 T-62

beg >l 5d; ~ (for money) ass 1s1
begin 1., 1d2 T-33

behave LGl 5s; (il 5s
believe g0 2s; ~ (in 5) ol 35
belong s> 1g2

benefit from >l:il 10h T-20
bet ;oly 3s
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