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Introduction

[ remember with great fondness reading Le Petit Nicolas
stories in college. Childlike in their innocence, they were a
welcome break from the more serious literature in the
syllabus. This inspired me to create Mido for Arabic students.

The stories in this book are light-hearted and easy to
follow, but also engaging, all the while providing excellent
reading practice in Modern Standard Arabic for students who
are perhaps not yet ready to tackle Arabic literature.

The first chapter serves as an introduction to Mido and his
family, as we take a peek at the household’s typical morning.
Mido’s father, mother, brother, and sister each feature in a
chapter showing a day in their lives. And , our hero, stars
in the remaining chapters.

Dozens of beautiful i
the book to help t
Professionally reco

etter understand the texts.
dio is available to stream or
w.lingualism.com.

I would like to k Mona Mohamed, Mohamed Ibrahim,
Amel Shafii, Lilia Khachroum, and Remon Maher for their
contributions to this project. And I wish to extend a special
thank-you to Mariam Khaled, who listened to my ideas about
Mido and his family’s adventures and turned them into the
wonderful, vivid stories in this book, which would never have
been possible without her creativity and hard work. Thank
you, Mariam!

[ hope you enjoy Mido: In Modern Standard Arabic and
improve your Arabic along the way.

Matthew Aldrich
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The Mido Series

Mido: in Egyptian Arabic is available in paperback, Kindle,
and PDF eBook. Written in the colloquial dialect of Cairo, it
offers a unique opportunity to read and listen to Arabic as
spoken by Egyptians in their daily lives. Study Mido: in
Modern Standard Arabic alongside Mido: in Egyptian
Arabic to compare the differences and similarities between
these two varieties of Arabic.

The PDF eBook version of this book, available at
www.lingualism.com, includes an unvoweled version for
those who prefer reading without tashkeel

Accompanying @ available at:
WWW. I| lism.com
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Chapter 1: Mido's Family

“Mido! Come on, Mido! Wake up! You're going to miss the
morning assembly at school!”

The voice of Om Amr calling for Mido to wake up is like a
daily morning anthem or a soundtrack in Mido’s family’s
house and probably in every house.

Abu Amr woke up because of the noise. Annoyed, he said,
“That stupid boy is still sleeping?” Once Mido heard his
father’s angry footsteps approaching, he jumped out of bed
and said,

“I'm up, Dad!”
“Hurry up, lazy, before the schoo sel”

Cu&!\ *s (lit. morning line-uf

the morning assembly
begins each schaol
Egypt. Students(li
school yard for ational
anthem and physical exercise.

*The school door is normally
locked fifteen minutes after
the start of the first class, after which students who come late must
wait until the next period to enter.
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Mido looked at his elder brother, Amr, the eldest son in the
family (and that’s why his parents are called “Abu Amr” and
“Om Amr”). He was still asleep in bed without anyone waking
him up early. That's because he can wake up late as his high
school leaves the door open until 9:00 a.m., and not 7:30 like
his.

Amr also gets to choose whether he wants to go or not.
Mido thought to himself, “When will I grow up like Amr and
do what [ want.”

His mother’s voice interrupted his thoughts as she called,
“Mido! Hurry so you have time to eat breakfast. | made you
two cream cheese sandwiches, one jam, and one halva”.

Mido put on his navy-blue school uniform, with a white
striped shirt, and went to eat breakfast.

“Have you put all you books an ks you need in
your bag? Careful not to forget a

“Don’t worry, Mom. I got

“Here. Take this loaf d and eat the hot falafel and

French fries I made fo

s~ — Notice that the.ﬁal 5 in the name , 22 Amr is silent, but it helps

distinguish it from another common name, <& Omar.

*Such names are ¥ (teknonyms), whereby parents are informally

known by the name of their eldest son, or, in the absence of a son,
their eldest daughter.

il halva is a dense, sweet, crumbly confection made with tahini and

sugar, sometimes containing nuts or dried fruit.
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“Yes, Mom.”
“Is Miss Manal teaching you today?”
llYeS."

“Okay, do your best so she gives you a good grade, unlike
last time when she wasn’t so happy with you.”

There’s nothing Mido likes more in the world than French
fries. He would eat them for breakfast, lunch and dinner. Mido
was enjoying his breakfast when he heard his father coming
out of the bathroom saying to him, “Get moving so you arrive
on time, and take this five pounds to get the microbus and buy
yourself a bag of chips or juice from the cafeteria.”

Mido took the money from his dad while his mom put the
sandwiches in his backpack, and just li ? day, she said,
“Dear God! This bag is so heavy! What defyow/put in it, rocks
or books?”

ﬂ@ﬁ‘ home while his mom
ebye, honey! Get off the
talks to you, don’t reply. God

Mido put on his backpac
said her usual commandm
microbus carefully. If a stg@an

protect you!” ®
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