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Introduction

Welcome to “Level Up!”, a unique approach to reading in Russian. This
series is designed specifically for adult learners, offering culturally
authentic stories that explore Russian life, history, and traditions. Each
book in the series contains six original stories, with every story
presented in four versions corresponding to CEFR levels Al through
B2.

The innovative format of “Level Up!” emerged from learner feedback
on our “One Thousand and One Nights” Arabic series, where readers
who purchased both elementary and intermediate books found that
reading the elementary version helped them build confidence and
skills to tackle the intermediate version. This led us to develop a new
approach: presenting all four versions of each story together, allowing
learners to experience how complexity builds naturally while
maintaining the same core narrative.

Why is this approach effective? When you read the Al version of a
story first, regardless of your current level, you build a strong
foundation of basic vocabulary and story comprehension. As you
progress through the versions, you'll recognize familiar elements while
encountering new vocabulary and more complex structures gradually
rather than feeling overwhelmed by them all at once.

Each story in this' collection has been carefully crafted to reflect
authentic Russian experiences and perspectives. From New Year's
traditions to historical events like the Patriotic War of 1812, these
stories provide not just language practice but also deep cultural
insights. The adult-oriented themes ensure that the content remains
engaging and relevant to mature learners.

Throughout the book, you'll find helpful features to support your
learning journey. Before each story group, an Introduction provides
cultural context, followed by Key Vocabulary that you’ll encounter
across the different versions. Every story includes accompanying
audio, with slower, clearer pronunciation for A1/A2 versions and more
natural pacing for B1/B2.
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How to Use This Book

The unique format of “Level Up!” has been carefully designed to
support your learning journey. Here's how to make the most of its
features:

Story Versions and Layout

Each story appears in four versions, with layouts specifically designed
for different learning needs. All versions feature subtle accent marks
on the Russian text to indicate word stress, helping learners achieve
accurate pronunciation.

A1 Version:

o Three-column format (Russian, English translation,
Phonemic Transcription)

o The phonemic transcription helps beginners'connect
sounds to Russian script when there is doubt

o Short, simple sentences with basic vocabulary
A2 Version:
o Two-column format (Russian and English only)

o Phonemic transcription is removed to encourage
direct reading of Russian

o Slightly longer sentences with expanded vocabulary
B1 Version:

o Single-column format with English following each
paragraph

o More complex sentence structures

o Quick reference to translation while maintaining focus
on Russian
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B2 Version:
o Russian text with English on following page
o Most complex structures and vocabulary

o Translation placement encourages independent
reading

Reading Strategy

We recommend starting with the A1 version of each story, regardless
of your current level. This approach helps you:

o Build confidence with the basic narrative

o Establish core vocabulary

o Recognize story elements that will appear in higher levels

o Progress naturally to more complex versions'when ready
Vocabulary and Cultural Notes

o Before each story group, you'll find:

o An Introduction providing cultural context

o Key Vocabulary listing  important words and
expressions

o These sections help prepare you for all versions of the
story

Audio Recordings
Each version has accompanying audio tracks:

o A1/A2 recordings are slower and clearer, with appropriate
pauses

o B1/B2 recordings maintain clarity while using more natural
pacing

o Use recordings to practice listening comprehension and
pronunciation

o Listen while reading to reinforce learning
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Remember, the goal is to read for pleasure and understanding. Don’t
feel pressured to move to a higher level version until you're
comfortable. Each version offers valuable learning opportunities, and
the familiar content helps you focus on new language features as
they’re introduced.

E.."E @ Visit www.linqualism.com/audio,
#—f q: .r| where you can find the free

o &.- accompanying audio to download or

‘ﬁ_l- -' [ stream (at variable playback rates).
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Yuenuk Qabepike

The Fabergé Apprentice

In the glittering world of Imperial Russia’s most prestigious
jewelry workshop, where master craftsmen (Mactep) created
the famous Fabergé Easter eggs (umnepatopckoe anuo) for
the royal family, apprentices (nogmactépbq) learned their
trade through years of patient observation and practice. The
year is 1890, and the Fabergé workshop on Bolshaya
Morskaya Street in St. Petersburg is preparing for Easter,
when the Tsar will present his traditional gift to the Empress.
But beneath the surface of precious metals and rare gems,
darker forces are at work. What happens when an
apprentice’s keen eye notices something amiss in this world
of imperial secrets and priceless treasures?

Level Up! Russian Stories - Book 1 | 1



Key Vocabulary

®dabepxe - Fabergé (famous Russian jeweler firm)

nMnepatopckoe anuo - Imperial egg (special Fabergé
creation for the royal family)

MacTepckas - workshop

noaMacTépbe - apprentice

aManb - enamel

Macxa - Easter

36noT0 - gold

6pUNInaHTsl - diamonds

dunurpans - filigree (jewelry technique)

Bonbwaa Mopckas - Bolshaya Morskaya (street in St.
Petersburg)

rocyaapsb - sovereign (formal name for emperor)
rocynapbiHg - savereign’s wife (formal name for empress)
poMaHc - romance (Russian musical genre)

byTnsp - case (for precious items)

cend - safe (for valuables)

neHcHeé - pince-nez (period eyewear)

3uMHuI aBopél, - Winter Palace (royal residence)
MOHOK/b - monocle

toBenup - jeweler
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Yyenuk Qadepixe

The Fabergé

Uchenik

Apprentice  Faberzhé
370 CaHkr-MeTtepbypr.  Thisis St. Eto Sankt-
3pech ecTb MacTepckas  etersburg. Peterblirg. Zdes’
; i t’
dabepxé. B Thereis ves )
o Fabergé's masterskaya
MaCTG:‘pCKOM,,D,e)'IaI-OT workshop here.  Faberzhé. v
KpacuBsble Bewmn gnAa They make m?sterskéy ,
uaps. beautiful things d‘:f'aV“t. krasivyye
for the Tsarin veshc/hl dlya
tsarya.

the workshop.

CtenaH paboTaeT B
MacTepckon. OH
Monopon. OH pénaer
KpacuBsble oBeNpHbIe
Béwn. Ero yuntenb —
macTtep MNépxuH.

Stepan works in
the workshop.
He isiyoung. He
makes beautiful
jewelry. His
teacher is
Master Perkhin.

Stepdn rabdtayet
v masterskdy. On
moloddy. On
délayet krasivyye
yuvelirnyye
véshchi. Yegé
uchitel’ — méster
Pérkhin.

Cenyac oHu pénaiot
ocobeHHoe anuo ana
uapuubl. OHO 3010TOE K
Kpacueoe. BHyTpu anuya
— ManeHbKaa NTuua.
OHA NoET nécHio.

Now they are
making a special
egg for the
Tsarina. Itis
golden and
beautiful. Inside
the eggis a
small bird. It
sings a song.
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délayut
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zolotdye i
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maélen’kaya
ptitsa. Ond poydt
pésnyu.



B MacTtepckonm paboTaer

HOBbIN YenoBék. Ero
308YyT purépun. OH
cTpaHHbIN. OH YacTo
CMOTPUT Ha anuo.

A new person
works in the
workshop. His
name is Grigory.
He is strange.
He often looks
at the egg.

V masterskdy
rabdtayet névyy
chelovék. Yegd
zavlt Grigdriy.
On strannyy. On
chasto smdétrit na
yaytso.

OnHaxabl BéYepoM
CrtenaHn cnblwunT
pasrosop. Mpuropun
XO04YeT yKpacTb anyo. Y
Hero ecTtb nogaénbHoe
anuo.

One evening,
Stepan hears a
conversation.
Grigory wants
to steal the egg.
He has a fake

egg.

Odnédzhdy
vécherom Stepdn
slishit razgovdr.
Grigdriy khéchet
ukrast’ yaytsé. U
negd yest’
poddél'noye
yaytso.

CtenaH yMHbin. OH
AénaeT Ha HacTosLWeM
ANLE CEKPETHDIN 3HAK —
ManeHbKylo NTuuy. Eé
MOXHO BUAETb TONbKO
npw ceeve.

Stepanis clever.
He makes a
secret mark. on
thereal egg —a
small bird. You
can only see it
by candlelight.

Stepdn dmnyy.
On délayet na
nastoydschem
yaytsé sekrétnyy
znak —
maélen’kuyu
ptitsu. Yeyd
mdzhno videt’
tél’ko pri sveché.

Houbto Mpuropun
npuUxoaunT B
MacTepcKyto. OH xoueT
B3aTtb anyo. Ho CtenaH
Y€ No3Ban nonuuumio.

At night, Grigory
comes to the
workshop. He
wants to take
the egg. But
Stepan has
already called
the police.
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Néch’yu Grigdriy
prikhdédit v
mastersktyu. On
khdéchet vzyat’
yaytsd. No
Stepdn uzhé
pozval politsiyu.



Monnuna apecrtyer The police arrest  Politsiya

puropusa. dabepké Grigory. Fabergé arestuyet
y 4 : Grigdriya.
rosopuT CTenany: tells Stepan: goriya ,
“M <1l Tenéon Tbi “Well done! Faberzhé govorit
onopeu! Ten ' o
. A u', P " Now you will be ~ Stepanu:
6ynelb MacTepom. 4 master.” “Molodéts! Tepér’
ty bddesh’
masterom.”
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Yyenuk Qadepixe

The Fabergé Apprentice

Metepbypr, 1890 roa. Ctenax
paboTan B MacTepCcKoOm
dabepxe BCero Tpu Mécaua.
OH 6bIn caMbIM MONOAbLIM
YUYEHUKOM, HO Y Herd 6binun
30Nn0Tble pykn. Mactep Muxann
[NépxuH, rNaBHbIN tOBENNP
dabepxe, 4acTo XBanun ero
pPaboTy.

St. Petersburg, 1890.
Stepan had worked in
Fabergé’s workshop for
only three months. He was
the youngest apprentice,
but he had golden hands.
Master Mikhail Perkhin,
Fabergé’s head jeweler,
often praised his work.

OpHaxapbl B MacTepCKyto
NPUHECTN HOBoE
nMnepatopckoe anuo. OHO
6bI10 NPEKPACHO — U3 30/10Ta U
PO30BOWN 3MANN, C MANEHbKUMMN
6PUNNNEHTaMUN. ITO Bbin
NoAapoK Laps ana
nMnepaTpuubl Ha Flacxy.

One day, a new Imperial
egg was brought to the
workshop. It was beautiful —
made of gold and pink
enamel, with small
diamonds. It was the Tsar’s
gift for the Empress at
Easter.

Houbto CTenaH cnyyanHo
YCAbllWan CTPAHHbIN Pa3roBop.
[Ba yenoBéka roBopuInN OKONo
MaCTEepPCKON.

At night, Stepan
accidentally overheard a
strange conversation. Two
people were talking near
the workshop.

“3aBTpa HOUYbIO 3aMEHMM anuo.
HUKTO He 3aMéTuT pasHuuy.”

“Tomorrow night we'll
replace the egg. No one will
notice the difference.”
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CrenaH ncnyranca. OH 3Han —
ecnu anyo nogMeHaT, Muxaun
MNépxuH nonanéT B 6eny. A

MOXeT 6bITb, 1 caM Dabepxe.

Stepan was scared. He
knew - if the egg was
switched, Mikhail Perkhin
would be in trouble. And
maybe Fabergé himself.

Ha cnéayrowmn geHb Ctenax
BHUMATENbHO CMOTPEN Ha BCEX,
KTO BX0AMN B MacTepckyto. OH
3aMéTnN HOBOro paboTHUKa.
3TOT YeNOBEK YACTO CMOTPEN
Ha UMNepaTopcKoe AnLo.

The next day, Stepan
watched carefully everyone
who entered the workshop.
He noticed a new worker.
This man often looked at
the Imperial egg.

Béuepom CtenaH He nowén
nomon. OH cnpsTanca B
MacTepCcKOn 3a 60NbLLINM
wKkadom. B nénHoub npunwnm
ABa yenoseéka. OgunH 6bIn
HOBbIM PABOTHUK.

In the evening, Stepan
didn’t gochome. He hid in
the workshop behind a
large cabinet. At midnight,
two men came. One was
the new worker.

OHW OTKpbINK cend napocTanm
anuo. Ho CtenaH yxxkeé ycnén
no3saTb nonvunio. Bopos
apecToBanm.

They opened the safe and
took out the egg. But
Stepan had already called
the police. The thieves were
arrested.

Ha cnénytouiee yTpo caM Kapn
dabepxe NpULWEN B
MacTepckyto. “Monopéd,
CrenaH,” — cka3an oH. —
“Tenépb Tbl 6yaeLb paboTaTb
Hag UMNEPATOPCKUMU SNLaMU
BMécTe C [NépxunHbIM.”

The next morning, Carl
Fabergé himself came to
the workshop. “Well done,
Stepan,” he said. “Now you
will work on Imperial eggs
with Perkhin.”
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Yyenuk Oabepixe
The Fabergé Apprentice

CaHkT-lNeTepbypr BcTpeuan BecHy 1890 ropga kanénvio n
3BOHOM LIepKOBHbIX Kosokonos. [lo lNMacxu octaBanoch Tpwu
Henénn, n B Mactepckon Pabepxé Ha bonbwon Mopckon

ynuue paboTa KMnéna aHEM U HOYbIO.

St. Petersburg welcomed spring 1890 with melting snow and
the ringing of church bells. Three weeks remained until Easter,
and work was boiling day and night in Fabergé’s workshop on
Bolshaya Morskaya Street.

CtenaH JIykuH, cambin Monoaoun.. noaMactépbe, 4Yacammu
Habnoaan, Kak rnaeHbii Mactep Muxann NMépxuH co3paér
oyepeoHoe mMnepaTtopckoe ‘amuo. Erd nanbubl, NoKpbiTble
MO301MN OT MHOTONETHEN PaBOTbI, HEXKHO KacanuCb 3010TbIX

JeTanemn, CNOBHO Nnackasa ux.

Stepan Lukin, the youngest apprentice, spent hours watching
head master Mikhail'Perkhin create another Imperial egg. His
fingers, calloused from years of work, gently touched the
golden details as if caressing them.

“MoHnmaewsb, CtenaH,” — rosopun [épxuH, paboTaa Hapg
PO30BON 3Manblo, — “Kaxapoe ANLO AOMKHO PaccKasblBaTb
NCTOpUID. ITO He NPOCTO AParou€HHOCTb — 3TO NocnaHue
n6BU OT rocyaaps nmnepatpuue.”

“You see, Stepan,” Perkhin said, working on the pink enamel,

“each egg must tell a story. It’s not just a jewel —it's a message
of love from the Tsar to the Empress.”
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B TOT OeHb B MacTepcCKyld NPUHANM HOBOro paboTHMKa,
Mpuropua. OH roBopwun, 4YTO pPaboTan B HOBENVUPHOMN
MacTepcKon B MOCKBE, HO UTO-TO B erd ABUMXKEHMAX Ka3anochb
CtendHy HenpasunbHbIM. HacTodwme toBenpbl  MHaYe

NEPXKaT UHCTPYMEHTSI.

That day, a new worker, Grigory, was accepted into the
workshop. He said he had worked in a jewelry workshop in
Moscow, but something in his movements seemed wrong to
Stepan. Real jewelers hold their tools differently.

BéuepoM, 3apepxaBwiMCb B MacTepCKOM, YTOObl 3aKOHUYUTH
dunurpanHein y3op, CtenaH ycnblwan WeRoT U3 cocéaHen
KOMHaTbl. [[purépuin pasrosapmsan C KEM-TO YEpPe3 OTKPbITOE
OKHO:

In the evening, staying late at the warkshop to finish a filigree

pattern, Stepan heard whispers from the next room. Grigory
was talking to someone through an open window:

“Bcé roTtoBo. 3aBTpa HOUb noaMEHUM anuo. Konwua
naeanbHas, naxke [1épxunH He 3aMETUT pasHuLbl. A HacTosee
yXKe XAET nokynaTens B MNapuxke.”

“Everything’s ready. Tomorrow night we’ll switch the egg. The

copy is perfect, even Perkhin won’t notice the difference. And
the real one already has a buyer waiting in Paris.”

Y CrendHa noxonoaéno BHyTpW. lNacxanbHoe Anuod 3Toro
ropa 6bin0 0COBEHHbIM — BHYTPM CKpPbIBANCA CHOPNPU3,
MeXaHWYeCKNM CONOBEN, KOTOPbLIN nen mMenoamio niobumon
nécHN uMnepaTpuubl. MépxmnH paboTan Hag HUM uYeTbipe

Mécaua.
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Stepan felt cold inside. This year's Easter egg was special —
inside was hidden a surprise, a mechanical nightingale that
sang the melody of the Empress’s favorite song. Perkhin had
worked on it for four months.

Ha cnépyouwee ytpo CrendH npuwén paHblue BceX U
He3aMETHO A06aBMN B 3Manb AMUA KPOLIEYHYI, 3aMETHYIO
TONbKO OBENNPY AeTanb — CBOM CEKPETHbIN 3HaK. Tenépb OH

CMOXKeT OT/IMYNTL HacTodALWee anL0 OT NOAAENKMW.

The next morning, Stepan arrived earlier than everyone and
secretly added a tiny detail to the egg’s enamel, noticeable
only to a jeweler — his secret mark. Now he could distinguish
the real egg from a fake.

[eHb Tanynca 6eckoHéyHo. Ctenan Habawaan, Kak [puropumn
HECKO/NIbKO pa3 noaxoamnn K céndy, oénas sma, Yto NpoTMpaeT
MHCTPYMEHTbI psgoM. [Mocne 3axdma conHua MacTepckas
onycténa, Ho CTenan capdTanca B wkKady ONA XpaHEHUs

amManu.

The day dragged endlessly. Stepan watched as Grigory
approached the safe several times, pretending to clean tools
nearby. After sunset, the workshop emptied, but Stepan hid in
the enamel storage cabinet.

B nonHoub OH ycnbiwan ckpun nonosuu. [Boe MyxunH —
pUrépun n HesHakoMeLl, B 4OPOroM KOCTIOME — OTKPbINU cend.
CtendH yBuaen, Kak OHW AOCTalOT 63APXaTHY KOPOOKY C
AnLoM.

At midnight, he heard the floorboards creak. Two men -

Grigory and a stranger in an expensive suit — opened the safe.
Stepan saw them taking out the velvet box with the egg.
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Tonte!” — CtenaH sbl n Tma. — AT
“CtonTe!” — CTenaH BbICKOYUN U3 YKPbLITU MNoka)knTe MHe
anuo.”

“Stop!” Stepan jumped from his hiding place. “Show me the

”

€gg.

Bopbl 3aMepnn oT HeoxupaHHoCcTW. [purdpuin nonbiTanca
6eXaTb, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT ABepb pacnaxHynacb — Ha nopore
ctosn cam Kapn ®abepxé ¢ nonnumen. Okasanocb, CtenaH

He eAVHCTBEHHbIN, KTO 3aMeTU/ YTO-TO HenagHoe.

The thieves froze in surprise. Grigory tried to run, but at that
moment the door flew open — Carl Fabergé himself stood there
with the police. It turned out Stepan wasn’t the only one who
had noticed something was wrong.

Korga nonuums  yBesna  mpecTtynHukos, Mabepxeé

BHUMATENbHO OCMOTPEN ANLO:

When the police took away the criminals, Fabergé carefully
examined the egg.

“Kak Tbl goraganca?’= cnpocun od Ctenanxa.
“How did you know?” he asked Stepan.

“A pnob6asmn B 3Manb CBOW 3HaK — KpOLleyHoro conosbs. Ha

noaaenbHoOM anueé ero Hert.”

“| added my mark to the enamel — a tiny nightingale. The fake
egg doesn’t have it.”
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@abepxke€ ynbibHynca: “Tbl He TONbKO cnac 6GecuéHHoe
npomnsseaeéHMe MCKYCCTBa, HO W [0Kasan, yto y Tebsd ecTb
rMaBHOE KAayecTBO HacTosAlWero Mactepa — BHUMAHME K
petanaM. C 3asTpaluHero gHa 6yaellb paboTaTb CO MHOW Hapj,
cneuvanbHbIMM 3aKaszamMn.”
Fabergé smiled: “You not only saved a priceless work of art,
but also proved that you have the main quality of a true master

— attention to detail. Starting tomorrow, you’ll work with me on
special orders.”
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Yyenuk Oabepixe

BecHa 1890 ropa sblganach paHHen, Ho CtenaH JTyKuH noyTtn
He 3aMeyan norogbl. B MacTepckon Pabepxeé Ha Bonblion
Mopckon, rae oH NpoBoAWA NO WECTHAAUATb YacOB B [EHb,
BPEMSA N3MePSANOChb HE CMEHOW Ce30HOB, a 3Tanamu co3aaHna
oyepenHoOro wepéspa. [Jo lacxm ocCTaBanuCb CUYMTaAHHbIE
Heaénu, 1 pabdoTa Hag MMNEPATOPCKUM ANLOM BCTYyNnUNa B

pelaouyto ¢pasy.

"nasHbIM MacTep Muxann EBnamnuesuny NEpXnH, TOT caMbin,
UbW PABOTHl YXKE YKpaWann nokou ‘muMnepaTpuubl, 4oBepsn
Crenany 60nblue gpyrnx y4eHUKOB.-Bo3MOXKHO, NOTOMY, 4TO
BUOEN B HEM Ty Xe 0AepPXMMOCTb COBEPLUEHCTBOM, YTO U B
ce6é. Vnu noToMy, YTo MAAbuUK, MPUEXABLUMI M3 FNyXOW
BONOroACKOM AepeéBHK, ‘006NaAan KaKUM-TO BPOXKAEHHbLIM
YyyBCTBOM MaTepunana— eré Nasnblibl CIOBHO Pa3roBapmMsBann c

METaNINIOM N KaMHSAMW.

“B Hawewm pgéne, CtenaH AnekcaHaposuy,” — rosopun MNepxuH,
opyaya TOHYAMLWEN KNCTbIo Haf, pO30BOM 3Manbio, — “rnaBHoe
He TéXHMWKa, a aywa. Kaxpoe anud — 3T1o ncropua nobsu.
Focynapb Oaput Mx uMmnepaTtpuue Ha [acxy, U B KaxaoM

JOMKHA ObITb YacTMLa ero cépaua.”
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The Fabergé Apprentice

Spring 1890 came early, but Stepan Lukin hardly noticed the
weather. In Fabergé’s workshop on Bolshaya Morskaya
Street, where he spent sixteen hours a day, time was
measured not by changing seasons but by stages in creating
the next masterpiece. Only weeks remained until Easter, and
work on the Imperial egg had entered its crucial phase.

Head master Mikhail Evlampievich Perkhin, the very one
whose works already adorned the Empress’s chambers,
trusted Stepan more than other apprentices. Perhaps
because he saw in him the same obsession with perfection as
in himself. Or perhaps because the boy, who had come from
a remote Vologda village, possessed some innate sense of
materials — his fingers seemed to converse with metal and
stones.

“In our craft, Stepan Alexandrovich,” Perkhin would say,
wielding the finest brush over pink enamel, “the main thing
isn’'t technique, but soul. Each egg is a love story. The Tsar
gives them to the Empress at Easter, and each must contain
a piece of his heart.”
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HblHewHee anuo 6blN10 OCOOEHHbLIM [OdXe No  MEpKaM
@abepxeé. BHyTpW, B nNOTAanMHOM KaMepe, CKPbIBA/CS
MeXaHWYeCKUM CONOBEN, UYb€ NEHMe BOCMPOU3BOAWIO
“Conosbsa” AnsdbbeBa — NOOUMbLIN POMAHC MMNEPaTPULbI.
Kaxpoe NépbIlKO NTULbI 66110 OTAENbHBIM NPON3BEAEHMEM
NCKYCCTBA, Ka)XObl [AparouéHHbIn  KaMeHb nopbupanca

Heaenamu.

MMeHHO no3ToMy CTendH HACTOPOXWACA, KOr4a B
MacTEpPCKOW  NOABUNCA  HOBbIM  PabOTHUK. [purdpun
MEnbHNMKOB  NPEeACTaBMUNCA  BbiMYCKHUKOM  MOCKOBCKOM
IOBE/IMPHOM WKOMbI, HO erd pyKu — CAWNILIKOM rnagkue ans
toBenunpa — BblAaBann B HEM caMo3BaHUa. HacTodAwmnm Mactep
HOCUT Ha PyKax UCTOPUIO KaXKA0ro CBOEro U3AENNA, Kaxaoro

HEBEPHOIro ABUXEHMA pe3La.

MNopno3péHna nepepocnu B YBEPeHHOCTb, Koraa CrendH
CNYYamHO 3aMETUN, Kak [puropun Tankom pénaeT 3CKM3bl
3aMKa cénda. A BEUYEpPOM, 3a0EepPXKABLIMCb B MaACTEpPCKOW
AK0oObl gna paboThl Hag 0cO60 CNOXKHBLIM Y30POM OUNUTPAHM,

OH NoacnyLwan pasroBop Yépes NPUOTKPLITOE OKHO.

“Bcé naét no nnaHy. 3aBTpa HOYbi. Y MEHS ecTb KN4y oT
yépHoro xoaa, a KonuAa anuad yxeé rotosa. [lokynaTteno B

MNMapwke NpepnaraeT cTo Toicay pybnén — uénoe cocrtosHue.”

Fonoc Mpuropua 3sy4an caMoaoBONbHO, HO erd cobecéaHnk
rOBOPUN C NErkMM ¢paHLy3CcKMM akuéHToM: “Mon cher, Hac
NHTEpPEeCYeT He TONbKO ANL0. HaM HY»KHbl YePTEXN MeXaHM3Ma.

FoBopAT, caM Pabepké paboTan Hag HUM.”
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This year's egg was special even by Fabergé’s standards.
Inside, in a secret chamber, lay hidden a mechanical
nightingale whose singing reproduced Alyabyev's “The
Nightingale” — the Empress’s favorite romance. Each feather
of the bird was a separate work of art, each precious stone
had been selected over weeks.

This was why Stepan grew suspicious when a new worker
appeared in the workshop. Grigory Melnikov introduced
himself as a graduate of the Moscow jewelry school, but his
hands — too smooth for a jeweler — betrayed him as an
impostor. A true master carries on his hands the history of
each piece, each wrong move of the cutting tool.

Suspicions grew into certainty when Stepan accidentally
noticed Grigory secretly sketching the safe’s lock. And in the
evening, staying late at the workshop‘supposedly to work on
a particularly complex filigree pattern, he overheard a
conversation through a slightly open window.

“Everything’s going.according to plan. Tomorrow night. | have
a key to the back'door, and the egg’s copy is ready. The buyer
in Paris is offering a'hundred thousand rubles — a fortune.”

Grigory’s voice sounded smug, but his companion spoke with
a slight French accent: “Mon cher, we're interested in more
than just the egg. We need the mechanism’s blueprints. They
say Fabergé himself worked on it.”
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CrtendH noxonopén. Peub wna He NpOCTO O Kpa)ke — nop
yrpo3on 6biNa penyTauma MacTepckow, yecTb [1épxunHa un,

BO3MOXHO, CaMO byayllee MMNEepPaToOPCKUX 3aKA30B.

CtendH He cnan BCO HoOYb, 06AyMbIBAA NaaH AENCTBUN.
MNpaMble 06BUHEHNA 6e3 OO0Ka3aTEeNbCTB MOrNM 06epHYTbCA
npPoTMB Herd caMord — cnoBo NoaMacTeépba NPOTUB cNoBa

cTapliero Toapuua. Hy»Ho 661110 YTO-TO HeocnopuMoe.

Ha paccséte oH npuwén B MacTepckyto népsbiM. [locTas 13
CBOEro CyHOy4Ka C WMHCTPYMEHTaMM KpPOLeYHbI GnakoH C
0CO6bIM COCTABOM ANA 3MANWN, KOTOPbLIN caM pa3paboTan 3a
Mécaubl 3kcnepuMéHToB, CrtenaH: pgobasun B po30BOE
NOKPbITUE AMLA CeKPETHYIO METKY. o 06blYHbIM CBETOM OHA
6blNna HeBMAWMMa, HO MpPU CBETe & CBeYM NpoaBNsnachb
TOHYANLWNM 30N0TUCTbIM Y30POM — KPOLLEYHbIA COMNOBEN,

NOOLWMNA Cpean LBeTOB.

deHb TaHynca MyunTenbHo aonro. [puropuii, Kasanocs,
YYBCTBOBAN CNEMKY = OH Obln HANPAXEH M HECKONbKO pa3
POHSAN UHCTPYMEHTHI, Yerd HaCTOALWMIN OBENUP HUKOTAa Obl He
ponyctun. MNocne 3axoga cOnHUa MacTepckaa onycréna, Ho
CtenaH ocTtanca, cnpsTaBWWUCb B WKady AONa xpaHEHUS

aManemn, otkyaa 6bin BuaeH cend.

Bnvxe kK nonyHoun ckprnHyna notanHaa asepb. Bownu asoe:
PUropuin 1N 3NeraHTHO OAETbLIN rocnoanH ¢ MoHOKNeM. OHK

OTKpbINU cend n poctann GyTnsp c SULOM.
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Stepan felt cold. This wasn’t just about theft — the workshop’s
reputation, Perkhin’s honor, and possibly the future of
Imperial commissions were at stake.

Stepan stayed awake all night, thinking through his plan.
Direct accusations without proof could backfire against him —
an apprentice’s word against a senior colleague’s. He needed
something irrefutable.

At dawn, he arrived first at the workshop. Taking from his tool
chest a tiny vial of special enamel compound, which he had
developed over months of experiments, Stepan added a
secret mark to the egg’s pink coating. Invisible under normal
light, it revealed itself as a delicate golden pattern in
candlelight — a tiny nightingale singing among flowers.

The day dragged torturously long. Grigory seemed to sense
he was being watched — he was tense and dropped his tools
several times, something a real jeweler would never do. After
sunset, the workshop emptied, but Stepan remained, hiding
in the enamel storage cabinet with a view of the safe.

Near midnight, a secret door creaked. Two men entered:
Grigory and an elegantly dressed gentleman with a monocle.
They opened the safe and took out the egg’s case.
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“Magnifique!” — npowenTan ¢ppaHLy3, nogHOCS ANLO K CBeYE.
B 310T MOMEHT CTendH noHAan, 4to erd nnaH cpaboTtan — npu
CBETE NNAMEHU Ha NOBEPXHOCTU HE BbINO erd TANHON METKMU.

270 6bINA NOAAENKA.

“'ocnopd,” — pasaanca BApyr CNOKOMHbIN FON0C, OT KOTOPOro
06a BOpa B3apOrHynun. B aeepsx ctosdn cam Kapn @abepxe, a
3a ero CnNUHOW BUOHENNCL GUrypbl B NOIMLENCKON dpopMe. —

“IMo3BONbTE B3rNaHyTb Ha Bawy paboTy.”

®paHuy3 OepHynca K OKHy, HO Obln cxBayeH. [purdpun

PYXHYN Ha KONEHU, MO 0 nowaae.

Korga nonuumsa yesena npectynHukos, Pabepk€ noao3san
CrtenaHa: “Bbixoan, wOHbIM [TMHKEPTOH. [lpu3Halocb, Tbl
onepeavn gaxe MeHs. d 3anoao3pun-HenaaHoe TONbKO BUYEPA,

KOraa 3aMeTun cneabl Ha 3aMKke cenda.”

“Kapn lNyctaBosBuy,” = CtendH goctan Hactosuwee Anuod 13
TaMHMKAa NojA, NoNoBULEN,; Kyaad YCNén ero cnpsaTtaTb OHEM, —

“no3BonbTe NoKa3aTb. BaM Koe-yTo.”

MNpwn cBé€Te cBeun Ha PO30BOM IMANMN NPOABUNCA 30/10TUCTbIN
CONOBEN — TaKOW KPOLLEYHbIN, YTO erd MOXHO OblNo yBUAETb

TONbKO 3HAA, Kya CMOTPETb.

“IMopasntenbHo!” — @abepke paccMaTpmean y30p Yépes nyny.
— “270 Bawa paboTa? Kak BaM yaanodcb AoOUTbCA TaKoro
adpdpéxTa?”
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“Magnifique!” whispered the Frenchman, holding the egg to
a candle. At that moment, Stepan realized his plan had
worked — in the flame’s light, there was no secret mark. This
was a fake.

“Gentlemen,” came a calm voice that made both thieves jump.
Carl Fabergé himself stood in the doorway, with figures in
police uniforms visible behind him. “Allow me to examine
your work.”

The Frenchman lurched toward the window but was caught.
Grigory fell to his knees, begging for mercy.

When the police led the criminals away, Fabergé called
Stepan: “Come out, young Pinkerton. 'admit, you were ahead
of even me. | only suspected something was wrong yesterday
when | noticed marks on the safe’s lock.”

“Karl Gustavovich,” Stepan retrieved the real egg from a
hiding place under the floorboards, where he had managed
to conceal it during .the day, “allow me to show you
something.”

In the candlelight, a golden nightingale appeared on the pink
enamel — so tiny it could only be seen if you knew where to
look.

“Remarkable!” Fabergé examined the pattern through a
magnifying glass. “This is your work? How did you achieve
such an effect?”
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“CekpéTHbin  cocTas,” — ynblbHynca Crenan. - “A
3KCNepPUMeEHTUpPOBan ¢ Aob6aBnéHMEeM MenbyanLINX YacTul,

36noTa B aMan..”

“BoT 0HO uT0...” — Dabepké 3aQyMUMBO NOKPYTUA NEHCHE. —
“3HaeTe, Y MeHs ecTb 0CObbI 3aKa3 OT BENUKOM KHAMMHW.
[dymato, BAWM 3SKCNEPUMEHTbI C 3ManNbld  Mornu  Obl
npuroantbca. M na, CtenaH Anekcanaposuy, ¢ 3aBTpallHero

[HA Bbl NepexoauTe B MacTepa.”

Yépes Mécsau, Ha nacxanbHoOM npuéme B 3MMHEM ABOPLE,
nMnepaTprua Mapua @égoposHa Nonyymnna amuod ¢ NoLWUM
CONoBbEM. [[0BOPSAT, KOrAa MexaHMYecKkaa NTMYKa UCNOMHWNA
NO6UMBIA POMAHC TFOCYAAPbIHM, Ha. €€ .rnasax BbICTYNUAN

CNEésbl.

A B MacTepckon Pabepké nosaeuiacb HOBasa Tpaanums:
Kaxooe uMMNepaTtopckoe aAnud Tenépb Hecno B cebé
CEKPETHYIO METKY ‘—/ KPOLEeYHOro 30M0TOro COJOBbH,
BUANMOrO NNLLb MPUOCOOOM OCBeLLEHNN. 3HAK NOAIMHHOCTU

N CUMBON NPEAAHHOCTN MacTepOB CBOEMY AENY.
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“Secret compound,” Stepan smiled. “I experimented with
adding minute particles of gold to the enamel.”

“| see..” Fabergé thoughtfully twirled his pince-nez. “You
know, | have a special commission from the Grand Duchess. |
think your experiments with enamel could be useful. And yes,
Stepan Alexandrovich, from tomorrow you’re promoted to
master.”

A month later, at the Easter reception in the Winter Palace,
Empress Maria Feodorovna received the egg with the singing
nightingale. They say when the mechanical bird performed
the sovereign’s favorite romance, tears appeared in her eyes.

And in Fabergé’s workshop, a new tradition emerged: each
Imperial egg now carried a secret mark — a tiny golden
nightingale, visible only under special lighting. A sign of
authenticity and a symbol of the masters’ dedication to their

craft.
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HoBoroaHuu noe3a

The New Year’s Train

While millions of Russians prepare their homes for New Year
celebrations with tangerines (MaHaapwuHbl) and champagne
(wamnaHckoe), some find themselves far from family when
the Kremlin chimes (kypaHTbl) strike midnight. On the
overnight trains between Moscow and St. Petersburg, where
strangers share tea in four-person compartments (kyné),
December 31st creates a unique intimacy. What happens
when three travelers - each carrying their own reasons for
spending this most Russian of holidays in transit - find
themselves sharing a journey into the new year?
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llocnepHas napTus
rpoccmeucrepa

The Chess Master’s Last Game

In Moscow’s parks, where chess tables (lwaxmMaTHble cTONbI)
have hosted players for generations, a unique tradition
unfolds daily between grandmasters (rpoccMéncrepsbl) and
newcomers alike. While modern Russia embraces artificial
intelligence and neural networks (HenpocéTn), these outdoor
gatherings preserve something more profound: the human
element of the royal game. When young programmers who
create chess algorithms (anroputmbl) meet old masters who
learned their craft in Soviet times, what timeless wisdom
might be exchanged over sixty-four squares?
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' 4
(3a Ha Kpbilwe
The Rooftop Garden

In the concrete canyons of Moscow’s residential districts
(cnanbHble pandHbl); Where towering apartment blocks
(oBapuaTMNATMITAXKN) stretch toward the sky, generations
of Russians live as strangers despite sharing the same
address. These vertical villages house hundreds of residents
(*)knnbupl), yet modern life has eroded the sense of community
that once defined Soviet urban living. But what might happen
when a thirteen-year-old boy decides to transform his
building’s empty rooftop (kpblwa) into something green and
growing? This story explores how a simple garden can bridge
the gaps between neighbors, generations, and the natural
world in post-Soviet urban spaces.
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HeHa aokTopa

The Doctor’s Wife

As Napoleon’s Grande = Armée (dpaHuy3ckaa apmus)
retreated from Moscow in the bitter autumn of 1812, the
city’s burning mansions (oco6HskK) cast an eerie glow over
empty streets. While most noble families had fled, some
remained, including the wives of Russian doctors serving
with Kutuzov’s forces. For these women, many of whom
spoke perfect French and had been raised on French
literature, the war posed a terrible question: when duty to
country clashes with the wuniversal values of mercy
(MMnocépawne), which path does one choose?
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YouiicTso B MeTpo

Murder in the Metro

Deep beneath Moscow’s streets lies a subterranean palace of
art - the metro system (MeTpd), where stations like
Mayakovskaya (Madkosckas) showcase magnificent mosaics
(Mo3aunkn) and soaring marble columns (KonoHHbl). While
millions pass through daily, few know the secrets hidden in
its pre-dawn hours, when night tour guides share tales of its
wartime past as a bomb shelter (6omboy6éxumuie) and military
command post. But when one guide’s fascination with the
metro’s mysteries leads to murder, what deadly secrets might
be concealed within these underground halls of marble and
steel?
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