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Introduction

Levantine Colloquial Arabic is an umbrella term for the continuum of dialects spoken in
Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, Israel, and Jordan, a region collectively known as the Levant.
Although there are some differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar, the
varieties of Arabic spoken in this region are, to a large extent, mutually intelligible. It
would be confusing and ineffective to try to include several regional varieties in the
conjugation tables in this book. For this reason, one variety, Lebanese Arabi¢, has been
chosen. Even if you plan to travel to—or just talk withispeakers from—other parts of the
Levant, you will be able to communicate using the Lebanese dialect and accént
successfully. If your aim is to mimic a local dialect, you will only need to-make minor
adjustments, which you will pick up over time by listening to loeals. (Update (2021):
Palestinian Arabic Verbs is now available.)

The concept of this book has been modeled after two'ether,Lingualism-titles: Egyptian
Colloquial Arabic Verbs and The Big Fat Book of Egyptian Arabic Verbs. The former focuses
on classifying verbs into patterns while the latter gives conjugation tables for the most
common verbs, along with example sentences.|Levantine Arabic Verbs: Conjugation
Tables and Grammar does both, including tables of the most commaonly used verbs in
daily life and example sentences, as well as providing,a system.of verb classifications
which allows you to conjugate any of the 750 verbs shown in‘the indexes.

The materials in this book are largely/ased onsurveys completediby native speakers of
Lebanese Arabic. | found that individuals, even those in the same city:(namely, Beirut),
sometimes disagree on the vowels/used in some verbsaln such cases, | chose the most
common, acceptable form. Keep this in mind, however,as you will hear variations among
native speakers.

The conjugation tables show perfect, imperfect, bi-imperfect, imperative, and active
participle forms of verbs#(These may also be'known by other grammatical names, such
as past, subjunctive, present, command, and present participle.) The passive participle
(past participle) and verbal noun (gerund, masdar) are not included in the tables as they
are used as adjectives and nouns, respectively, falling outside the scope of this book.

| want to thank Aisha El Saleous, Ibrahim Sioufi, Hoda Hilal, Mona Noureddine, and
Nadine-Lama/Choucaire for providing the many wonderful example sentences in this
book, as well as editing and answering all of my questions to ensure a high level of
accuracy and authenticity of the information. A special thanks to Nadine-Lama Choucaire
for also recording the accompanying audio tracks.

%r.i...@ Audio
|.1'-: - Visit www.lingualism.com/lav, where you can find free
‘F‘{ﬁ,l accompanying audio to download or stream (at variable

playback rates)
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How to Use This Book

Tables appear in Arabic verbs are traditionally The most basic form of
alphabetical order, grouped into measures. an Arabic verb (the 3"-
numbered for easy Dp. 115
reference. In the
indexes, this table is
referenced as T-62.

'. A single, common
translation of e
! verb is given a
i ofthe table. Other

possible translations
i and meanings can be
i found in the example
sentences and i

The persons
appear in the
left column,

written only

in phonemic

transcription ---+--

so as not to ' il - Tenses and

distract from T || e Gt | nazmir moods head

the verb writ- inta | 3milit : i . =5  each column.

ten in Arabic. inti | 3milt Study the

2 p. 105 intu | 3miltu ta3mlu grammar sec-

hawwi 3imil yda3mil o tion for the

Notes high- Sémit et 3mil : J=  ysage of each.
light idiosyn- _ | yd3mlu , =¥ D p. 107-115
crasies of Lo

certain verbs.

obsle  Conjugated
: S >, Verbs appear
he imperfect prefix is © a. (This is also true for a =

both in Arabic
Audio tracks script and
Wlth the Conj are you doing? | will make tabbouleh and French fries. phonemic
gated forms e 5 o JUeiS alsBy oy S g transcrlp.;.t.lon.
and exampl ch how | make it and learn, so you won’t do it wrong. 3 p V-Vili
sentences fo

S&LSL pile o4 it
ou see what they’ve done in the garden?

all tabl

Byl JSha 3 sl BY 8yadl Ulet Lo
We didn’t have the party because a problem
happened in the neighborhood.

Example sentences demonstrate the verb being used in

various tenses, moods, and persons. Study the sentences
to better understand the range of meanings (and

translations) and idiomatic usage of the verb.
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Use the Index by Table Pattern to conjugate hundreds more common Levantine
Arabic verbs.

First, find the verb you would like to conjugate in the Arabic Index (@ p. 133) or
English Index (@ p. 144). Next to it, you will see an alphanumeéric label. For
example, if you look up zw or swim, you will see 1s1 following the verb.

Now, go to the Index by Table Pattern (@ p. 118) and find group 1s1. (Notice that
1s1 is shorthand for sound measure |, first subgroup. @ p. 115-117).

You can see xw swim listed alphabetically in group 1s1. There is no conjugation

table for this particular verb, but all of the verbs belonging to'group. 1s1 share the
same conjugation pattern. Use any of the verbs that.do have a table (marked T-)
to model the conjugation of xw..

You can, for example, look up T-32 (table 32 on p. 32 for the verb gs> pay) and
substitute the three radicals (consonants)of this verb with those of xw. swim. If
you want to say they swim, find the equivalent of they pady in table 32 (the bi-
imperfect hinni form): |9&$J.u byidfa3u.and transformiit into IW byisbahu.

-
F
N
=
e
®
3
=

Isl  sound measure | ®

T71 earn

£ plant (a seed), grow
(a plant)
wej  kick; speak harshly

iy dig e SWIM
&%  humniliate ow Withdraw
<= send; mail 2aw allow, permit
swallow & beg (for money
N I beg (f
zs follow =>4 explain
20> wound, injure, hurt 2ls  undress; take off,
remove
; h t
R, 0 UP: harves guwo manufacture
J Clizn o leave; go out
ga>  deceive :
&b print
tch
i isnale oxb  grind
= istep b subtract
d
wue3 tread on e b appear
T-32 5
R Py T-66 o open
T-33 s touch ’ .
saxd  examine
> int
ot peiy ouid clickon e
& rang o plow (field); work
by slip hard
b

convince
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Pronunciation

Levantine Colloquial Arabic (LCA) is a spoken dialect with no official status or rules
of orthography. Native speakers tend to borrow spelling conventions»from
Modern Standard Arabic with some accommodations to /account for LCA
pronunciation. Arabic script, however, is ill-suited to show the actual
pronunciation of LCA, including word stress and,sound changes that occur when
verbs are conjugated. Even if you are comfortable with Arabic script, it is advised
that you pay close attention to the phonemic transcription (and audio tracks) to
determine a more precise pronunciation of verbs. IPA (International Phonetic
Alphabet) symbols are found in [square brackets] in the descriptions below. You
may find exceptions to the following rules, especially when it comes,to words
borrowed from other languages.

Consonants
The following sounds are also found in English-and should pose no difficulties:
examples
b v [b]asin bed béna u (build)
d > [d] as in dog, but with the tongue ddris gwy> (study)
touching the back of the upper teeth
f & [flasinfour fatira 8,3\ (bill)
j z [l asinpleasureand beige Jisim pwz (body)
h o [h]asin house hajam a=\a (attack)
k g [kl asin kid dkal Js| (eat)
1 J [l] alight lasin love libis yu (get dressed)
m » [m]asin moon mat ol (die)
n o [n]asin nice nisi s (forget)
p w <Ip] appears in some foreign borrowings SpOr yguw (sport)
s G&os [s]asinsun sini & (year)
s &[] as in show $a g (what)
t o [t] asin tie, but with the tongue touching  tlati E_s§l3 (three)
the/back of the upper teeth
v @ [v] appearsih some foreign borrowings mavi _sge (movie)
w s [w]asin‘word wWeén o3 (Where)
y & [ilasinyes yiktub o; (he writes)
z 3y [z]'@sin zoo 2@r o3 (visit)
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dna
nifna
inta
inti
intu
hdawwi
hiyyi

hinni

irregular defective measure / to come l>|

perfect imperfect

jit Cu iji

jina > niji
jit Cou> tiji
jiti X tiji
jitu lgu> tiju
ija > yiji
ijit u_->l tiji
iju l9=>1 ' yiju

inta

inti

intu

ta3a Laj\
ta3i u&]

ta3u

et back from shopping, call me.

e 8y dleidl sais) Lz
The cleaning lady comes to my house
once a month.

loi shdis el 1,5 ¢ lgss

omorrow morning and we’ll have breakfast together.
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2 irregular measure | to tﬂkB J.>.|

perfect . imperfect
dna | Paxddit a3l | exud a3l
nifna Paxddna L\:L;I ' néxud b
inta Paxddit u:).;l texud
inti | Paxddti u’*;l ' texdi
intu Paxddtu lyf).;l téxdu 5
hiwwi | Pdxad o3 | yéxud ..x;l:\
hiyyi Pdxadit u:).;l téxud ..\;L:\
hinni Pdxadu Ig.xj | yéxdu |9..x;l{_.3
inta xud - masculine (4>b) J:>_|
it | xidi S CREANEREY
intu xidu  lgas>
@ The imperfect forn g vowel, unlike regular measure | verbs.
A @ The active partici mon variant beginning with . m-.

® Jsi 2dkal (T-4)i

-

Don’t take anything without permission.

:.\.c_gsz.o.x?TQLS Uol);zjlusz.oL,lo.;Ls.).?
a fishing kit with him. Help me carry these bags.
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2 8 sound measure | to Stl]p

perfect imperfect

dna xlisit \_.uf);l; ixlas

nifna xlisna L.:a;l; nixlas

inta xlisit \_.uf);l; tixlas

inti xlisti uA.:a;l; tixlasi

intu xlistu | _9.:0:1; tixlasu
hawwi | xilis ua;l? yixlas ual;c:»
hiyyi xilsit \_.ufil? tixlas ual;c::»
hinni xilsu l_cyal? yixlasu

inta xlas

inti xldsi

intu xldsu

=5 09 lgdall pals

ey stopped because we were tired

Sl 35 5o el deladl Jouth

e people are wasted from drinking too much.
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48 hollow measure | to see k_él.ﬁ:l

perfect imperfect

dna sifit u;nt‘b
nihna sifna L;z::,
inta Sifit u;nt‘b
inti | Sifti s |
intu Siftu | _94..094:‘2:
hiwwi | $éf wls
hiyyi sefit g.tsL»
hiori | 82 13l |
inta Légﬁu
inti

intu

t to see the new apartment?

1) 5950 dla> £ 29y B 13 Bt 1SS

g o go to a Fayrouz concert at the Beit Ed-Dine festival.

’

row, 'll see i

g o ) .
hly udacg Olundlle (89

ok at this dress and give me your opinion.
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In3 prepositional phrase to be able to .9'.‘.? C)ls

perfect imperfect present

] kén fini UMQ oS ykan fini UMQ 095 |

e kén fiyi u“;g oS ykan fiyi u",g 09
nifna kén fina s o8 ykan fina 5

inta ken fik e oS ykan fik

inti kén fiki ui,s o8 ykan fiki ui..g

intu kén fikun U.gi,\s o8 ykan fikun 058
hawwi | kén fiyu _9;:9 o8 _9*;9
hiyyi kén fiya L:Q o8 l-t9
hinni kén fiyun &:9 o8 Stg

@ Notice that here are two dn
@ In prepositional phrases,

person singular form.
® The present tense is exp

@ Compare with ;a8 2i

..o‘% .0, ® o s .
uls_).bﬂc )_):\b |945_p Uts

They can put the banners on the streets.

o

s Lo L3S £ 9050l a3 Lud OIS

We could have put an end to the matter
so that there wouldn’t be problems.
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Personal Pronouns

Independent Pronouns

Levantine Arabic has eight persons, which means there are ei
eight conjugations for each tense. The following table
independent pronouns, that is, pronouns whic
prefixes or suffixes.

English

dna ] I

nifna h°>9 we

inta C,:\J 5 you

inti u:‘J 5 you

intu 9:\] you (guys) 7 i nine dual/plural
huawwi : ;.:zs he; it I

hiyyi i,:Qs she; it

hinni f):a they
A\ Compared to Modern Levantine MSA_
Coloau i s f TR T
both genders. oD | Qns / ﬂ-‘b / oo

e independent pronouns on audio track

d verb contains a prefix and/or suffix which
so subject pronouns are not usually necessary.
used before conjugated verbs to emphasize the

= | love you.
L5 6l | love you.
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® The imperfect follows the progressive particle o« 3am, equivalent to the

present continuous tense of English. It refers to actions happening at the time of
speaking, as well as those that are repetitive or ongoing.

3an $a 3am tihki? &_Sa_: »cgb oc What are yourtalking about?
3dli 3am yjammi3 masariyyatu. .,sl;:,m go o Jie Aliis saving up his money.

< 3am need not be repeated in a string of verbs.

3am tatbux u tifidar tilfizys.  .os3ab a3 &k sc She’s cooking and watching TV.

The negative particle L ma precedes < 3am.

ma 3am ihdar film. Ald 523 acle[I'm not watching amovie.

@ A negative imperative (command) is expressed by placing L. ma in front of a
second-person imperfect verb.

ma tid?ar fiyyi. id 53 o Don’t tolich me.
ma trahi la-wdhdik la-hunék. = gl d:»;i 9>3_ﬁ L Don’t gothere alone.

® An imperfect verb follows certain cenjunctions of purpose* and time**.

She went to the beach
in order) to swim.
3am bidrus kirmél ma -s?uf. o) Le Jloys uﬂ.’)l_.’ »< I'm studying so that | don’t fail.
He opened the window before
he went to bed.

rahit 3a-Ibdhir ta-tisbah. 2 yolle Sl

fataf $sibbék 2dbikma yném. A i SGa o

* 5 ta-, J la-, = hdtta, ylie 3a8aN)0Liie minsan, Jl)s kirmél ‘in order to’, ‘so that’
** o Ju8 Pdbil ma ‘before’; L =y bd3id ma ‘after’; S bass ‘when’

The Biglmperfect Tense
Farm

The bizimperfect is formed by prefixing . to conjugations of the imperfect tense.

If the imperfect prefix has a vowel, the bi-imperfect prefix takes a sukuun (& no
vowel). If it has«@ sukuun, the bi-imperfect prefix takes a kasra (2 i). The nifna
form takes » (m)instead of w (b).
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Indexes

750 verbs are listed in the indexes, by pattern, alphabetically in Arabic, and by
English translation. The pattern for each verb is designated by an alphanumeric
indicator (1s1, 8d, etc.) Verbs which have their own tables are shown in bold, and
their table numbers are preceded by T-.

Index by Table Pattern

The tables in this book show the conjugations for.dozens of the most commonly
used verbs in Levantine Arabic, but, at the same time, the patterns in these tables
can be applied to other verbs with identical or nearly identical patterns, allowing
you to conjugate nearly any verb in the language. This index arranges verbs into
groups with common conjugation patterns.

Isl  sound measure | © T-42 Jl “ask
siw  dig o SWIM
& humiliate wow _Withdraw
o= send; mail o allow, permit
&b swallow = beg (for money)
= follow oy explain
> wound, injuré, hurt ol undress; take off,
remove
dd, add up; h t
gz a4d, add B narves &uwo Mmanufacture
J obtain e o leave; go out
gas deceive .
&b print
; tch
g snakc o=b grind
vad StEp zsb subtract
(ue>  treadion e b appear
T-32 S
3 e Pag T-66 zs8 open
T-33 ,8 touch . .
oaxd examine
oe> Al owas  click on e
g faie o8 plow (field); work
by slip hard
&) Alant (a seed), grow T-71 vad earn
(a plant) && convince
wcj kick; speak harshly
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wSHE  trip (intr.)
T-15 a6 be confused; get

mixed up; err, make

a mistake

Arabic - English Index

Jiaffect; influence 2s

>] come (irr.) T-1

Slrent (J to) 2s

J=i postpone 2s

a1 take (irr.) T-2

=ldelay (tr.) 2s

>l discipline 2s

ool call to prayer 2s

&3l perform, carry out $2%2d

sl found, establish 2s

sl publish 4s

olef announce, declare 4s T-3

&St confirm, check, verify, assure 2s

Jsi eat (irr.) T-4

i compose 2s

sl instruct; give an order, command
1s3T-5

el believe (in 4) 3s

JSiideny 4s

Jal train, qualify, welcome 2s

ybinitiate 3s

Jab reciprocate 3s

ylbless 3s

wb Kiss 1h2

ooblay (an egg) 1h1

sbsell 1h1T-6

o SMile 8s

s dig 1s1

F fareign borrowings
aislag 3gBsls  download

@l b SaAVe

8l>u stare, gaze 11s

% spray 181

Likéso tip (give a gratuity) 11s

& humiliate (cause to lose face) 1s1
= become stingy 155

Jbe=w puncture 118

J% replace2s

>y file (down) 152

syget cold 1s2

Jy become clear 1s2

Uy grate 1s2

Jb)y bribe 11s

sy turn (around); visit, roam 1s2 T-7
ooy prove 11s

sy sharpen a pencil 1d1

&3 Spit 1s2

b display; spread out 1s3

>4 preach (about ;) 2s

vawas peep 11s

Jiay quit 2s

e send; mail 1s1

= become far 1s6

oR become; stay; remain 1d3 T-8
JS button, fasten, buckle 2s

S cry 1d4

J wet, dampen 1g1

oib begin, start 25 T-9

&b swallow 1s1
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English - Arabic Index

abandon >0 153 apply (to) (k) »a8 2s

abduct ks 153 appoint j.c 2s

able to: be ~ ;.8 155 T-73; . s T-103 appreciate ;15 2s

ablution: perform ~ 43 5d approve of 3y 3s

accept J.s 1s5 are 2. be

accompany il 3s argue (with each other) @ls5.6s; argue
accomplish ,als 2s with & 3s; argue (about) (k) Jo>
accuse ogi 152 3s

accustomed: become ~ to 53=5 58 arrange “’“) 2s

achieve s> 2s arrest Jaic 8s;, e a8 153
afrested: get ~ &) 7s
arrive J.o5 159 T-92
ascend glb 1s5 T-58

ask Js, 151 T-42

assault «=18'3s; s 8d
assist acl. 35 T-41

assume 5,9 1s3

acquainted: be ~ with )5 5s
acquire .S 1s1

act Jie 2s

add Lo 1h1; 51 1h1; add up gex> 151
adjust L) 2s

admit (to) wys 2s; e 8s

adopt 3 5d v
assure usl 2s

advise puas 151

affect ji 2s attack ke saxc 8d
afflict ulo 1h1 attack >0 152; sslo 3s
afraid: .be ~of & 1h3 attempt Jsl> 3s T-19

attend ,.a> 1s5T-24
attract L.i> 1s2; ds 1g1
avoid >\s5 6d T-14; _i>3 5s

age ,.i3 11s; 3% 25
agree .3 1s5; agree (with) (o) 345 85
allow xe. 151; (l5 2d T-30

am - be bad: go ~ (spoil) ¢33 7s;
anger Jc) 2s bake ;.= 1s2

angry: become ~  ac 2§; J<j 185 bandage _.ac 2s

announce ;lcl 4s T-3 baptize .ac 2s

annoy &ls 3s bargain sl 3s

annoyed: become ~ 33y 11s bark ss< 2d

answer _yl> 3s; le 3, 1g1 bath: take a ~ sas3 55
anxious: be® 318 1s5 be s 1h2 T-76

apologize (to... for) (Ll ... J) iz 8s bear Jasi 5s »,
appeal to e 152 beat Ll 152; Lo 152; @ 1g1
appear ,gb 1sl become i 1d3 T-8; )Lo 1h1 T-53
applaud w3 2s beg (for money) s 1s1
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