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’ [enatb nepBbli War Bceraga cnoxHo. Taking the first step
1 AEI'I aTb is always difficult.

Y10 Tbl Byaewb aenatb B BockpeceHbe? What will you do
N to do

on Sunday?
SENT

. fl Bceraa aenato gomallHee 3agaHue.
A e homework.
Thbl Aenaeuwb Y70 Tbl AEenaelwb?
OH aénaer OH penaer ycnex
Mbl Aénaem Mol BCé nenaem npa

2 ?
Bbl Aénaere Bbl penaere cymkn? Do y

, OHU fenatoT MHOTO OLWMBOK.
OHM aénaitor

PaAsT n the
M. aénan
F. Aénana
NT. aenano Qe nena n made her
PL. pénann happy.
IMPERATIVE .

Z [enaii, yTo xodelwb. Do
Tbl nénai
Bbl pénaiite

PARTICIPLES ‘ - gcell aywwu. This is

PRES. ménarowmia

=
Q

< PAST  ménaswmii

s PRES.  pénaembiii eHna? Why didn’t you accept the offers that
< z o jer?

o PAST  A@énaHHbIi/, ou earlier

PRESENT

PAST

the present tense table, oH represents all third-
person singular pronouns (oH, OHa, OHO).

Aenatb Ha coeectb do well/
conscientiously; make to last

Aenatb Noaapok give a present

Aenatb npeasioxeHne make an
offer; propose (marriage, etc.)

ake a comment Aenartb craBry Ha (+ acc.) bet, wager

alisthenics AenaTtb ynpaxXHeHue do an

Ha make mountains out of (academic or physical) exercise

ke an elephant out of a fly) aenatb ypoku do homework, study

penatb olwnbry make a mistake penatb war take a step
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v 4
Hago caenatb Tak, uTobbl OH NPULLEN K HAM Ha YXKuH. We CAen adTb 1

should have him come over for dinner.
to do |G

3auem Tbl caenan ato? Why did you do that? M.

Tbl caenana ceoi Bbibop. You've made your choice.

Mbl He cgenanu Hudero naoxoro. We did not do anything
wrong.

Al cpenato TBON TenedoH Yepes napy vacos. | will fix your
phone in a couple of hours.

Korga Tbl caenaewb AHHe npeanoxerue? When will you
propose to Anna?

MBaH BCé caenaert 3aBTpa. Ivan will do everything
tomorrow.

Bbl caenaete Tak, Kak mbl rosopum. You will do a

Cpenaii 1o, 4To OHU NpocAT. Do whatever they ask.

YenoBek, caenasLunii 3to, bygeT Hak . DAST PARTICIPLES
did this will be punished.

MHe He HpaBuTCA nocyaa, caena
like wooden dishes (lit. that

caénaHHbli/caénaH

ADVERBS

Cpenas BCcé Heobxoanmoe B

Having done all that was n PAST cpénas
home.
Praverbs and Expression
OpHa nacToyKa Be 3 . o conclusions. (lit. One swallow does not make a

spring.)

Mnasa 6osaraa, a 3 are difficult before they are easy. (lit. What the eyes fear,

vative Verbs

oTaenbiBatbea/oTaenarbea ot (+ gen.) get away from, dodge
yoensisatb/ygenats (perf.) make dirty; outdo
npugensiBate/npuaenatb K (+ dat.) to attach, fix, fasten
Hagenatb make a lot of (pancakes, toys); do (something) wrong
cospaBarthb create popensiBatb/popenats finish, complete

YMHUTD fix
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Using This Book

Essential Russian Verbs contains some of the most frequent and most practical verbs based
on data from the Russian National Corpus. This book contains 15 pairs of vefbs essential for
everyday communication. Each verb pair is numbered and arranged on/a two-page layout,
with the imperfective aspect shown in a blue table and its perfective equivalentshown in
a red table.

We have presented verb forms with accent marks in‘the tables but not in the example
sentences. We suggest that you listen to the accompanying audio and mark stressed
syllables in the example sentences, where needed, as an additional exercise.

Example sentences appear next to the tables. Under the tables, we can findicollocations
and idioms, proverbs and expressions, synonyms, and derivativewverbs. These make use of
extra space under each table and do not necessarily correspond to the imperfective or
perfective aspect of the verbs in the table on that page. The synonyms are other verbs
which could be used in certain contexts and meanings instead of the featured verb.
Derivative verbs are verbs derived from the featured verbs but with prefixes which change
their meanings.

On the audio tracks, you will hear theast tense,forms preceded by,oH, oHa, oHO, and oHW.
These are meant to help show the'gender of the forms. Of course, past tense forms in
Russian can be preceded by other pronouns or nouns.

An explanation of the correct usage of the various tenses and aspects of Russian verbs is
complex and beyond the scope of this book. If you are following a language course, you will
be introduced to these concepts gradually. But we,also encourage you to study the example
sentences and notice the verb tenses and forms used in English, which will help you to
develop a sense for correct usage.

We hope you enjoysthe book and find it useful in your Russian studies. Be sure to join the
Lingualism Russian mailing,list in order to access the accompanying audio and be notified

of future publications.

Matthew Aldrich and Oksana Baranova

32 | Essential Russian Verbs | ©Lingualism.com



Abbreviations and Symbols

acc. accusative gen. genitive pass.  passive
act. active instr.  instrumental pl. plural
dat. dative m. masculine pres. present
f. feminine nt. neuter

- The form does not exist or may exist in‘theory.but is never really
used in modern Russian.

() The form is very rare. You may hear it, but it is advised,not to use it.

/ The passive past participles of perfective verbs have twoe cemmon
forms: long and short. The short form is shown after /.

Audio and Flasheards

Audio Tracks

Download.erstream the free accompanying MP3s,

' MP3 ' containing all of the conjugated verb forms and
download examples sentences, at www.lingualism.com/erv

Anki Flashcards

Study verb conjugations through the
example senténces.using Ankiflashcards
with audio—available, as a separate
purchase.

Visit
www.lingualism.com/russian
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